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PaNDaNus IN maLaYsIa

weaving
into the next 
generation

by rEITa FaIDa rahIm, gerai Oa

Two Jakun weavers, Maimon and Gayah, weaving 
small samplers while referring to the ‘teaching 
mat.’ This mat proved irresistible to weavers as it 
contained motifs which many haven’t previously 
seen during the Pandanus Master Workshop 
held in Bidor, Perak in Malaysia last 
4-6 June 2007.

aLsO INsIDE:
 
PaNDaNus WEaVINg, a sharED CraFT OF 
      ThE OraNg asLI & ThE PaLa’WaN .... 4
ExChaNgE NEWs (maY-sEP 2007) ... 6
sECurINg FOOD, LIVELihOOD & NaTIVE LaND
      FOr ThE NOmaDIC PENaN ... 8
WOmEN & NTFP LIVELIhOODs 
      IN ThE WEsTErN ghaTs, INDIa ... 10

C
O

V
E

R
 P

H
O

T
O

: R
E

IT
A

 F
A

ID
A

 R
A

H
IM



voices from the forest no. 13

Weaving into the next generation {COVER STORY}

The Orang Asli are the 
indigenous minorities of 
Peninsula Malaysia and have 

long been harvesting NTFPs 
either for their own use or for 
sale to middlemen. However 
Aslian crafts are uncommon 
in the market due to various 
factors including lack of natural 
resources, accessibility and 
marketability. Pandanus-based 
crafts are particularly vulnerable 
as many villages have lost 
their pandanus clumps due to 
development. Many Orang Asli 
women also no longer weave as 
plastic mats and baskets are more 
durable and easier to obtain; 
and as processing and weaving 
pandanus involve considerable 
effort.

In order to revive and revitalise 
their pandanus crafts, Gerai 
OA has actively encouraged 
Orang Asli women from 
several ethnic groups to weave 
as a supplementary source of 
income. We also provide access 
to the lucrative urban market in 
Kuala Lumpur via our mobile, 
volunteer-run stall. 

While working with individual weavers in different 
villages was vital, there was also a need to bring the 
different weavers together as each had different skills 
and variations in weaving styles. 

With encouragement and funding from NTFP-EP, 
Gerai OA organised a centralised three-day Pandanus 
Masterclass to strengthen both the production 
techniques and resolve of Orang Asli women who are 
determined to maintain and profit from their indigenous 
craft heritage. 

Held in Kampung Chang Lama in Bidor, Perak, this 
was the first time most of the women had met each 
other even though all were part of Gerai OA’s network. 
Twenty-four weavers from six Orang Asli ethnic groups 
attended the workshop. We also welcomed Margiolina, 
a masterweaver from Negros, Philippines and two 
facilitators from NTFP-EP to add to the learning mix.

Many participants were masterweavers while the 
remaining were novices. All brought samples of their 
traditional and contemporary weavings to show, be 
reviewed then subsequently sold. 
The women soon settled into their 
new ‘village’ and were weaving at 
every opportunity – even during meal 
breaks and up to midnight. 

There were no fixed teaching (or 
learning) methods so as to replicate 
communal knowledge sharing. The 
masterweavers who attended were 
the instructors, each specialising in 
different skills. They enjoyed sharing 
what they knew and were honoured 
to be ‘teachers.’ All weavers 

a semai weaver from 
our host village of 
Kampung Chang Lama 
hanging freshly dyed 
hanks of pandanus 
to dry just outside 
of the rumah adat 
communal house 
where participants 
were housed during 
the three-day 
workshop.

maznah, a hma’ meri weaver, 
teaching margiolina from 
Negros, the Philippines, how 
to use a calibrated stripping 
knife (jangka) to cut even-
width strips of pandanus. 
some asli weavers do not 
traditionally use the jangka; 
the workshop encourages its 
use to increase the quality of 
the final woven item.

mah meri weavers: Pinta, rusiah and maznah (clockwise from 
left), teaching participants the ‘rainbow dyeing technique’ 
in which multiple colours can be dyed on a single hank of 
pandanus using a modified tie-dye technique.
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BENEDCTO SANCHEZ

During a forum break,  
manong rogelio Canete 

from Negros, the Philippines, 
takes a peek into Steps to 

Sustainable and Community-
Based  NTFP Management, 

published by the NTFP-EP. 
manual author Dr. mary 

stockdale, is glimpsed in 
the back!

 
Welcome! Our cover issue highlights the disappearing 
tradition and the intricacies of pandanus weaving.
master weavers from the hma’ meri tribe shared their 
expertise to younger novice weavers, in an effort 
to pass on this age-old tradition, as described by 
reita rahim (gerai Oa in malaysia). Norli Colili (NTFP 
Task Force, Philippines) brought back her learnings 
to Palawan, Philippines, to much enthusiasm of the 
communities she works with. 

as we move to sarawak, malaysia, Dominic Langat 
shares how the Penan tribe is gaining greater control 
over their livelihoods. Despite being a nomadic people, 
their leadership has come to realise that establishing 
nurseries for sago palm is a step towards food security.

meanwhile in India, Narasimha hegde highlights 
how tribal women are major contributors in collection 
and processing of NTFPs, and are thus key to NTFP 
management in the Western ghats. he also updates 
us on appiko/Prakruti’s exciting work, among them, 
the use of remote sensing as a tool for mapping and 
managing NTFPs.

Our 13th issue comes in early in time for this year’s 
regional meeting that is set to take place in one of 
the largest wetlands in asia – Lake sentarum in West 
Kalimantan, Indonesia – and home to the fast-growing 
Indonesian Forest honey Network. 

and speaking of honey, in November, we will be 
holding the madhu Duniya conference 
in India. madhu Duniya, which 
literally translates into “honey world,” 
will bring together a spectrum of 
honey practitioners in the region for 
an exchange of both old and new 
traditions and approaches in all things 
honey. Look for our special insert in this 
issue for more details.

Let us also welcome Panthom 
Priyandoko, our newest addition to the 
NTFP-EP. he comes in as coordinator for 
Kalimantan to our growing activities 
in Indonesia.  - aloisa Zamora-santos 
(aloi@ntfp.org) 

The NTFP-EP Secretariat  
Jenne de Beer, Executive Director  Maria Cristina S. Guerrero, 
Deputy Director  Caroline Ongleo-Magbanua, Programme 
manager  Aloisa Zamora-Santos, Information management 
Officer  Vince Michael Docta, resource mobilisation Officer  
Sharon Padilla, Finance Officer  Annie Paleracio, administrative 
Officer
 

Field staff: Madhu Ramnath, Facilitator for India  Joanna de 
Rozario, Facilitator for malaysia and Indonesia  Dominic Langat, 
sarawak Community Development Organizer  Panthom 
Priyandoko, Kalimantan Facilitator  Femy Pinto, Facilitator for 
Cambodia 

1 CONTaCT: gerai Oa
c/o reita Faida rahim 
1-3-3 Ixora apartment
Lot 1106, PT6, seksyen 62 
Jalan Tun razak
50400 Kuala Lumpur, malaysia
Tel: +6019 751 8686
Fax: +603 9221 1886
reitafaidarahim@yahoo.com.my

also managed to pick up new skills, notably in dyeing and production 
techniques.

The ‘teaching mat’ probably caused the most excitement as many 
were seen weaving copies of the motifs it contained. Weavers were 
also reminded to document their motif repertoire by weaving their own 
‘teaching mat.’ Each village was also given a pandanus pattern book to 
learn from.

Basic lessons on marketing were introduced as was the importance of 
colours for different markets. Networking opportunities were also explored 
and also the importance of maintaining and replanting pandanus clumps. 

Many problems were highlighted during a mind-mapping session and 
they were surprised to hear that weavers in different villages also faced 
similar problems, especially the lack of pandanus and disinterest in 
weaving among the young.

After three very productive days, these women returned to their villages 
armed not only with new production techniques but also a visible new 
resolve and confidence in their abilities. Some even went back carrying 
polybags of different pandanus seedlings which they obtained from fellow 
weavers.

Follow-up visits over the last two months have been very encouraging as 
many weavers have actively experimented with new colour schemes and 
dyeing techniques, while others have woven new or modified products. 
New products include pandanus earrings, pouches and lidded containers 
which have been well-received by urban buyers.

Some workshop participants have also 
actively encouraged others in their village 
to weave and this has resulted in several 
requests for village-level workshops, 
especially on dyeing and weaving techniques 
for novices. Others have begun replanting 
pandanus seedlings on pocket lands and are 
now very aware of sustainable uses of their 
forest resources. 

To read about a participant’s learnings, please turn to p. 4.

Workshop participants 
studying indigenous 
pandanus weavings 
from malaysia and the 
Philippines during the 
marketing and critique 
session. all items were 
subsequently sold. 
In the background 
are the mindmaps 
produced during 
the previous night’s 
discussions.
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It took us about three hours to get from Penang to Bidor 
and we arrived at the village at about lunch time. 

After short greetings, our host in the community 
led us to their tribal hall where the workshop was to 
be held. A few participants had already arrived that 
morning, while others still had to be picked up by 
Joanna from their villages. Later, some more delegates 
also arrived and finally Reita Rahim of Gerai OA, with 
her variety of mats with so many designs.  

The workshop was casually opened in the evening of 
Sunday with each participant introducing themselves. 
Each one had to show a product that she had brought 
and tell about it. Unfortunately, I didn’t have any 
product to show, except those that Margiolina Sueno 
(Manang Inday) had brought from Negros. There 
were many communities represented in that workshop 
including Manang Inday and myself from the 
Philippines. Each community has one master weaver 
and one novice weaver; I belong to the latter. 

When I looked at the mat weaves that Reita had 
brought, they were not new to me anymore. I have 
seen some of those weaves in my own village in Amas, 
Brooke’s Point in the province of Palawan; which is 
just about few miles only away from Malaysia. But 
still, I was so amazed with the designs and what struck 
me most was that the pandanus strips that the Orang 
Asli used were so fine. The Orang Asli look so familiar 
to me as well, except that I don’t understand their 
language (I can only guess a few words really). Joanna 
had to translate almost the whole conversation from 
time to time. After a few days, my head ached already, 
so I talked less and less already, that sometimes I told 
Joanna, that “Well I think I understand a bit what’s 
going on, I can guess some words already, it’s the same 
with my language.” But the truth was, I didn’t want it to 

be translated into English anymore.
The Orang Asli are similar to the Pala’wan, my own 

tribe. Though typically they are shy women, the Orang 
Asli are rightly proud of their indigenous knowledge 
and skills in weaving variety of designs using different 
variety of pandanus. The designs were also familiar to 
me; some of them were the same as those that my tribe 
is using in weaving traditional rice basket or tingkop, 
as were the matapuney, and siku-kerwang weaves. 
The matapuney design symbolizes the eye of a bird 
called puney in Pala’wan;with a very shiny greenish 
and bluish feathers and lovely looking eyes. The siku-
kerweng design, meanwhile, symbolizes the elbow of 
the kerwang; a bird similar to an owl. 

Though, weaving is not my career, I am interested in 
preserving this indigenous knowledge and skills, these 
traditional arts and designs that my tribe has, and pass 
it on to our next generation. Manang Inday was also 
fascinated with the designs that she had seen. She said 
that her group back in Negros is not using traditional 
designs in their mat weaving. Most of their products 
were made-to-order by their identified market or 
buyers, using simple designs. They 
are weaving not just for tradition but 
also to meet their income needs.

For me, the workshop was 
so enriching. I have learned to 
appreciate my own culture even 
more, encouraging me to love the 
traditional arts and designs that 
my tribe has. I envision in helping 
pass on this tradition to the next 
generations.

Back home in the Philippines, I 
brought with me some samples of 
the Orang Asli’s products to show to 
my tribe. I also shared my learnings 
to the pandan weavers of Maasin, 

Pandanus weaving,  
a shared craft 
of the 
Orang asli 
& the Pala’wan 
by NOrLITa COLILI, NTFP TasK FOrCE
Personal reflections on her participation in the Pandanus master 
Workshop in bidor, Perak, malaysia on 4-6 June 2007

bOTTOm PhOTOs: 
LEFT: Women in malia, 
bgy. amas, brooke’s 
Point, Palawan, looking 
at Lei’s mat (see photo 
above)  that I brought 
back to the Philippines

mIDDLE: Pandan 
weavers in maasin, 
Quezon , Palawan                  

rIghT:  The author 
teaching children 
in sitio malia, bgy. 
amas, brooke’s Point, 
Palawan how to weave 
bookmarks

Lei, a master 
weaver from 
the Tasik berah 
tribe, weaving a 
small mat for the 
author. Lei is able 
to form a flower 
design using a 
combination of 
many weaves.
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2 CONTaCT: Norlita Colili
c/o NaTrIPaL
macaoili road, bancao-bancao, 
Puerto Princesa City 5300
The Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63 48 4336573
Email: norlicolili@yahoo.com

Quezon, Palawan, one of the partner communities of NTFP-TF in its Crafts 
Program. I have also encouraged women to continue with their weaving 
by showing them the small mat that Lei, a master weaver from Tasek Bera 
tribe wove for me during the workshop. I have likewise encouraged the 
children in Amas, Brooke’s Point, Palawan to start learning how to weave. 
I have demonstrated them how to weave a pandan book marker, which I 
learned from Pinta, Rosiah and Maznah of the Hma’ Meri tribe during the 
workshop.

 My late mother taught me how to weave when I was 10 years old. That 
was long long ago, but I can still read the weaves until now! (Except the 
“crazy weave.” which lietrally means a weave by a crazy person. It goes so 
many different directions, making it hard to follow by an ordinary weaver. 
Only master weavers can do it easily without getting a headache!)

The workshop was filled with fun and excitement to learn more about 
other designs. It was not just merely a 
workshop but also more of learning how to 
express appreciation of one’s culture; it is 
true that there is no culture that is inferior 
to another culture. It was an exchange of 
knowledge - a humbling experience to 
see master weavers willing to share their 
knowledge and learn from each other.  

IuCN National Committee 
of the Netherlands
The largest global nature conservation network, the 
World Conservation union (IuCN), founded in 1948, 
seeks to promote nature conservation in a just world. 
It brings together states, government agencies and 
a diverse range of non-governmental organisations. 
IuCN is supported by six international commissions 
made up of technical and scientific experts. They 
form the largest volunteer network in the world, 
responsible for publications such as IuCN red List of 
Threatened species. 

The IuCN contributes to the setting of global 
environmental standards and guides the actions 
of governments and civil society in sustaining 
the biological diversity and natural resource base 
on which human livelihoods depend. member 
organisations within a country or region often form 
into National or regional Committees to facilitate 
cooperation and help coordinate the work of IuCN. 

In the Netherlands, the IuCN National Committee 
of the Netherlands (IuCN-NL), founded in 1983, serves 
as the platform of the Dutch members of IuCN, and 
the Dutch members of the six international IuCN 
commissions. 

IuCN-NL is carrying out a program on biodiversity 
and Tourism with the aim of stimulating a more 
sustainable form of tourism that can make a 
contribution to nature conservation. International 
tourism is growing rapidly and in many cases tourism 
development poses a threat to biodiversity. but 
under certain conditions tourism can be a means for 
conservation of biodiversity.

Through its small grants programme, funds are 
available for conservation projects, mainly in the 
tropics and implemented by NgOs. The funding 
programmes are based on the Ecosystem approach 
Principles as adopted by the Convention on biological 
Diversity. until 2006 IuCN-NL distinguished 3 
portfolios of small grants funded by the Netherlands 
ministry of Foreign affairs: Tropical rainforest 
Programme grants; small grants for Wetlands 
Programme; and Dry and sub-humid areas small 
grants programme.

as of 2006, the IuCN NL/Ecosystem grants 
Programme (EgP) integrates these small grants 
funds for projects of local organisations in the south 
that link nature conservation and poverty issues. 
The EgP contributes to the following overall goal: ‘To 
reverse trends of ecosystem degradation and loss in 
the south, and the subsequent impoverishment of 
vulnerable groups in society, through the sustainable 
use and conservation of ecosystems for the benefit of 
present and future generations.’

Through the EgP, a number of partner organisations 
of the EP network are currently undertaking 
conservation projects that promote greater 
participation, empowerment, and accountability of 
all the communities, resulting to the formulation 
of comprehensive community-based solutions not 
only addressing environmental degradation but also 
responsive to poverty reduction. {Vince Docta}
 

2 www.iucn.nl

Yes, it all started with conference 
kits. Conference kits being 
sold from the back of a car. 

The conference kits fetched a lot of 
interest among the NgO world not 
just for the traditional textiles woven 
by indigenous communities that were 
used nor for the contribution it made 
to social development, but more 
importantly for the sophisticated 
design and high quality of the kits 
that were not common among 
products from communities. The 
interest for the said products also grew among private companies and government agencies. 

since then, the crafts program of the Philippines has diversified its product and has now 
grown from a one woman show to a team of five and is now known as the Custommade Crafts 

Center (CmCC) with its own showroom. Its family is continuously growing as it goes 
through the process of being registered as its own organisation and is well 
on its way to being run as a full business.  

The CmCC now provides marketing assistance to over 400 
indigenous artisans all over the Philippine archipelago and still 

counting. a new board of trustees has also recently been convened 
in order to guide the CmCC to business success as it explores and 

engages the local and the international markets. The interesting mix of 
trustees is composed of leading personalities from the NgO, government and 

business community who share the same principles as those of CmCC. The board is a mix of 
advocates of the rights of the indigenous peoples and sustainable forest use and management 
as well as the preservation of cultural heritage of the indigenous peoples. It also includes 
representatives from the business and the market industries sectors.  

The Philippine crafts program has indeed come a long way. but there is still a lot of growing 
and learning for the CmCC… not to mention the growing 
sales targets it still has to reach! The CmCC remains 
committed and optimistic. Equipped with direction from 
its winning board of trustees and continued support from 
international and local organisations, the CmCC looks 
forward to facing the challenges and opportunities that 
lay ahead. 

2 CONTaCT: Nola andaya
Custommade Crafts Center 
92-a masikap Ext., bgy. Central 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel Nos. 63 2 929.3665 / 4262757 
Email: info@cmcrafts.org

by NOLa aNDaYa, CmCC/NTFP Task Force
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Cambodia looks into 
malva nut issues
a case study on malva nut collection 
and Trade in two villages in ratanakiri 
Province, Northeast Cambodia conducted 
in 3-7 may revealed some common issues: 
 cutting of malva trees or branches for 

harvesting their nuts or for rice field
 distance and irregular fruiting of malva 

nut
 threats by ethnic Lao cutters

 illegal traders of other forest products such as 
wildlife and logged wood. 

The study, which was headed by Dr. hong 
Truong Luu of the Center for biodiversity 
and Development,  recommended more 
intense involvement of the Cambodia NTFP 
Development Organisation (CaNDO) and NTFP-

EP (and potential local collaborations) on further and more extensive 
research for malva nut conservation, community forest recognition 
and protection, proper enforcement of village and regulations and 
market assistance, and capacity building for the two villages. 

Leaders of the sarawak 
Penan association 
(sPa) during the 
workshop held in ba 
Puak
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strengthening Penan leadership 
towards collective action
Penan headmen came together with the aim 
of strengthening the Penan community leaders 
to develop a platform for Penans in the apoh 
Tutoh, middle baram, sarawak, malaysia to 

collectively address their issues. among the foremost issues discussed 
was how to address the key threat of expansion of large-scale palm 
oil plantations.

These joint meetings have been instrumental in allowing 
conflicting leaders to come together and initiate peace, after conflicts 
arose due to border issues and mistrust. These leadership meetings 
have likewise addressed community threats and organisational issues. 
It was also a platform for the settled Penans to provide support and 
solidarity to the nomadic Penan groups. 

In a recent meeting, a joint demand on the threat of expansion of 
large scale palm oil on their native customary land was written in a 
letter to the Prime minister of malaysia and Chief minister of sarawak 
and signed by 10 headmen and the Penan Chief from middle baram. 
The Star, a major 
malaysian newspaper 
carried their plight as 
well as their demands 
(sun 15 July 2007).

gaining inspiration from 
crafts partners
NTFP Task Force Enterprise Development 
Coordinator, beng Camba, served as resource 
person to the united Nations Development 
Program small grants Projects-Promotion 
of Tropical Forests to provide inputs in 
the area of NTFP-related livelihoods to its 
project officers and partners during their 
end of project conference in June 2007. 
Participants specifically learned about 
lessons in supporting community-based 
NTFP-work such as marketing strategies for 
crafts, ensuring sustainable supply of raw 
materials for the enterprises, and addressing 
market needs despite all limitations and 
challenges faced by indigenous and forests 
communities. 

It was likewise an opportunity for the 
Philippine crafts program to informally 
linkage with NTFP-EP partners also involved 
in crafts. beng met with Johnny and sylvia 
utama of Dian Niaga. both parties coming 
away revitalized from the exchange, 
agreeing that joint marketing for crafts can 
also be a good strategy in market expansion.

sustainable liquid resins management in Cambodia
a sharing of techniques, lessons learned & good practices 
on liquid resins in Cambodia and Vietnam was led by 
Dr. Khou Eanghourt from the ministry of Environment 
of Cambodia and Dr. Truong hong Luu of the Centre for 
biodiversity and Development, Vietnam last 8 may. 

Dr. Eanghourt shared tapping techniques and resin 
quality in Cambodia. hong Truong Luu provided an 
overview of Dipterocarp resin in Vietnam: types, uses, 
tapping techniques and key problems facing liquid resin 
resource management in the country. Vietnam’s resin 
association depicted good practices on marketing which 
they plan to expand.  

several days after, a field visit and community 
exchange was held in an actual resin collection in Thmak 
beoy village in Chom Ksan District, Preng Thom Commune 
in Preah Vihear Province. some 30 village collector 
participants witnessed the various activities involved 
in resin collection, including chopping and making a 
collection hole, burning, water prevention, and resin 
collection. as each step was demonstrated, Eanghourt & Truong facilitated an active exchange 
among the participants of good resin practices based on their own experiences & knowledge.

The jelly produced 
from soaking  malva 
nuts are eaten with 
sugar as dessert, as 
beverage. It is also 
popular in Indochina 
to  mix malva nuts in 
sour soup with salt 
and hot chilies. 
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Collection holes are made by resin 
tappers at variable heights above 

ground from 20 -130 cm above the 
ground. The holes of the liquid resin 

trees are chopped on the ridge of 
vertical roots because it produces more 

liquid resin.  
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sumbawa local government support honey improvement 
Last 17-20 may, a training was hosted by the newly established sumbawa honey Network (under the Indonesian Forest honey Network or 
Jaringan madu hutan - JmhI) on the island of sumbawa. although sumbawa is known for its excellent honey, the training focused on improving 
quality standards and harvesting methods for Apis dorsata honey. Facilitated by Dr. Phung huu Chinh of the bee research and Development 
Centre (hanoi, Vietnam), participants came from JmhI, EP, local cooperatives and sumbawa government staff. Prior to this, a lively half-day 
exchange with the regent of sumbawa besar took place.  The regent, Drs. Jamaluddin malik, stressed the importance of the link up with the JmhI 
and NTFP-EP, as he expected that this would offer better protection of the good name of the honey from sumbawa and associated producers 
elsewhere in Indonesia could be better guaranteed. 



voices from the forest  no. 13

rationalizing Philippine NTFP Policies
“Ordinary minor forest products” is how the Philippine Department 
of Environment and Natural resources refers to NTFPs in relation 
to dollar earners like timber and minerals. hence while extractive 
activities such as logging and mining get plenty of government 
attention, NTFP utilisation is generally overlooked in the policy 
making and planning process. 

The policy forum entitled“When ‘Non’ means Everything” brought 
together NTFP stakeholders from national government agencies, 
legislators, industry players, community representatives, traders, 
academia and others in very energetic discussions towards more 
effective regulations and policies for sustainable NTFP use.

The highlight of the event was undoubtedly the panel discussion 
graced by hon. risa hontiveros (aKbaYaN Party List representative 
of the house of representatives), undersecretary Teresita samson 
Castillo of the Department of 
Environment and Natural resources, 
and mr. Nicolaas de Lange of the asEaN 
Furniture Industries Council. There was an 
overwhelming show of support from the 
panelists after the participants put forth 
specific recommendations, among them: 
simplify the administrative requirements 
and processes for the extraction and 
marketing of NTFPs; provide adequate 
safeguards against abusive and 
unsustainable use of NTFPs; provide a 
incentives and rewards system (including 
financial and credit schemes for 
communities engaged in NTFP production 
and utilisation); support r&D and capacity building programs on 
NTFPs; and embark on legislative and policy reforms.

 The NTFP-EP co-organised the event with the university of the 
Philippines at Los banos College of Forestry and Natural resources 
through the Forest Development Center.

Towards forging partnerships for peace and 
development among IP communities 
In the light of the 10th year anniversary of the implementation of 
republic act 8371, better known as the Indigenous People’s rights 
act (IPra) in the Philippines, the Forging Partnerships for Peace IP 
Conference last 7-9 august 2007. 

This brought together 160 individuals from Luzon and Visayas 
– leaders of indigenous peoples organisations, individuals from 
various IP service providers, guests from government agencies and 
donor institutions - to discuss and assess the IPra implementation, 
coinciding with the celebration of the International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples. 

The conference was organised by the Philippine association for 
Intercultural Development (PaFID), Cordillera People’s Forum (CPF), 
balay rehabilitation Center, gZO Peace Institute, anthropology 
Watch (anthroWaTCh), Inter-Peoples Exchange (IPEx), Koalisyon ng 
Katutubong samahan ng Pilipinas (KasaPI), Cartwheel Foundation, 
NTFP-EP, and assisi Development Foundation. {VINCE DOCTa}

Where Nature, Wealth and 
Power come into play
The NTFP-EP exchanged experiences 
with participants during the Translinks 
Workshop: Linking Nature, Wealth, and 
Power (NWP) which was hosted by Enterprise Works Worldwide-Vita 
(EWW-Vita) last June 20-21.  

Together with its partners, riak bumi (as secretariat of the 
Indonesian Forest honey Network) and the NTFP Task Force through 
its Custommade Crafts Center shared how the NWP approach is 
effectively integrated into their projects. similarly, other government 
organisations, NgOs and the private sector in the Philippines and asia 
also presented how the NWP approach is integrated in their projects. 
There are plans to facilitate an exchange of organisational expertise 
in each of the three areas to better inform planning of projects and 
implementation activities.  

riak bumi’s stay in the Philippines ended with a short visit to 
NTFP Task Force partner NaTrIPaL and its community partners.  There 
was a lively exchange and sharing on the Indonesian Forest honey 
Network’s organic certification. {PEaChY ONgELO-magbaNua}

sowing “Nature-Friendly seeds”
Last 22-24 september, Virtual academy members Dr. mary stockdale 
and Dr. Citlalli Lopez (CIFOr & universidad Veracruzana of mexico), 
together with NTFP-EP staff and partners visited the PamuLaaN 
Center for Indigenous Peoples Education in Davao City, Philippines. 
With PamuLaaN staff and students,  they developed a module for 
Forestry and Indigenous Knowledge systems and Practices (IKsP).

The first of its kind in the country,  PamuLaaN ( literally translated 
as “seedbed”) has as its main thrust to create culturally appropriate 
and relevant pathways of training and formation for indigenous 
youth, community leaders, and development workers. 

The 78 students from 17 tribes around the country attended 
workshops, lectures and activity-based sessions covering topics on 
IP knowledge on forests; traditional ethno-ecological knowledge; 
sustainable and community-based NTFP management; NTFP 
enterprise development and rainforestation.  

These activities were timely, as PamuLaaN envisions offering 
ladderized and modular courses in the future, and short-term courses 
for community leaders and development workers.  

PamuLaaN currently offers degree programs in applied 
anthropology and Participatory Development, Indigenous Peoples 
Education, Peace building and multi-Cultural studies, and agricultural 
Technology. {VINCE DOCTa}

IP students creatively  
present their views 
on the state of their 
forests

a trip to Irawan, Palawan 
for sharing on honey 
harvesting - the tree “putat” 
whose flowers are loved 
by forest bees, is common 
in both Indonesia and the 
Philippines  
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Indonesian partners 
share rattan experience in 
Cambodia 
Yoga sofyar and Ibu Patmawaty (P3r) 
shared their experiences in their 
rattan association during the rattan 
Workshop held 17-18 July in Cambodia. 
rattan harvesting and collection 
are not regulated and replanting is 
generally not practiced in Cambodia. 
The workshop was a vital opportunity 
for national rattan stakeholders to 
gather and discuss the formulation of 
a proper strategy for future sustainable 
management and trade.  
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a woman demonstrates 
the weaving of a rattan 

chair during the visit to the 
Kampuchea samei Thmei 
rattan Factory in Kandal 

province, Cambodia
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The Penan are one of the indigenous groups living 
in the Southern part of Sarawak, Malaysia with 
an estimated population of 10,000 people. Most 

of them have settled permanently in villages like 
other indigenous groups while about 300-400 are still 
nomadic within their own territory which they call Tana 
Kampung. 

About 70 percent of the Penan living in the area 
of Apoh Tutoh, Middle Baram, Sarawak, Malaysia 
are settled. About 20 percent are semi-settled and 
the remaining 10 percent are nomadic. Because of 
continuous logging activities in this area, most of 
the Penan’s communal land has been destroyed. The 
nomadic Penan, who like their ancestors depend on the 
forest for their food and way of life, find their source of 
food in a particular sago palm being depleted, leaving 
them often with only one solid meal a day. 

The reforestation efforts in Sarawak started with 
the planting of sago palm by some 13 families of the 
nomadic Penan in Ba Puak, Apoh Tutoh. The nomadic 
Penan have identified degraded areas on their land 
which is also part of the boundary of their native land. 
In the first phase they will plant about 1,200 palms. The 
nomadic are highly keen and involved in regenerating 
their food source and forest. However, they need 
intensive support or guidance as this would be their 
very first time cultivating as they have for generations 
depended on the forest for their food and living.

In March 2007, a workshop on the development 
of sago seedlings and nursery was held in Ba Puak 
in which eight settled Penan headmen including 
their Paramount Chief (Penghulu) was present at the 

workshop. In his words of advice, the Chief urged the 
Penan, especially the nomadics, to support and commit 
themselves seriously to learning how to cultivate and 
not to depend too much on outside assistance. As in the 
experience of the Penan, “NGOs may come and go but 
communities are there forever.”

Working with the nomadic Penans these past four 
years has been a colourful experience. But I’ve realised 
that if the nomadic Penan’s forest had remained intact,  
they prefer the life they had always known of hunting 
and gathering to agriculture. 

In a funny incident at the workshop on developing 
sago seedlings, some nomadics had to go and collect 
sago seeds from the forest. When they came back in 
the evening, they had with them two wild boars. When 
asked where the seeds were, they answered, “We forgot 

8 securing food, livelhood and native land
ALL PHOTOS FOR THIS ARTICLE BY DOMINIC LANGAT

by DOmINIC LaNgaT, NTFP-EP
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1 CONTaCT: Dominic Langat
Email: jarmock1@yahoo.com

New film on NTFPs in 
India for release in 
October 
NTFP-EP’s latest film offering 
promises to be another thought-
provoking piece and aims to contribute to the 
advocacy for sustainable forest-based livelihoods for communities in 
the region. Jointly produced by Telapak’s gekko studio (bogor, Indonesia), Dusty 
Foot Productions (New Delhi, India) and the NTFP-EP, this film examines how 
forest-dependent groups are balancing forest use and conservation, as well as how 
support groups are working to address threats and challenges.

The film focuses on India, where there are over 3000 NTFP species and nearly 
500 million people or one fourth of the population dependent on NTFPs for their 
supplementary income. moreover, tribal peoples living in forests in India, and their 
survival as a people and as a culture are greatly dependent on NTFPs.

 It is the first collaboration with ms. rita banerji of Dusty Foot Productions. she 
is well-known for her deft camera work in the award-winning film “honey hunters 
of the blue mountains” as well as other films dealing with conservation and 
environmental issues. 

The film documents seasonal NTFPs like hirda fruit (see photo), sal leaf, 
and mahua.  It complements the first Voices from the Forest film, providing an 
even broader context for better understanding of the value of NTFPs and their 
sustainable harvesting and marketing.  Watch out for its release by end-October! 
{aloisa Zamora-santos}

mission not impossible?  by rita banerji

selamat pagi, apa kabar…Terima kasih! Well, these 
were the three phrases that saw us through our stay 
in bogor the “rainy city” where it rains every evening 
at 4 pm. aloi from manila and I from India arrived in 
bogor, Indonesia on the 3rd of July to get together 
with the mad Team from gekko studio, Telapak 
– ridzki, Nanang and the gang,  to edit ‘Voices from the 
Forest Part 2” focusing on India. 

The “mission:” to complete a 30-minute film from 
60 tapes in 7 days. Our plan:  to try our best. Our back up plan: a tri-nation dance 
choreographed by aloi and soundtrack by Nanang. 

The next one week was a whirlwind – Nanang on the edit table, me on the 
script and aloi with a gun in her hands (sorry not a gun, it was a blow spear just 
like the NTFP-EP’s logo straight from Papua). 

It was a fantastic time. all of us had not worked together before, but it turned 
out to be a great collaboration. In between the edits and huge mugs of tea we 
shared our experiences, countries, commonalities (the traffic and the food!), and 
even discussed the country heroes such as Iwan Fals (bob Dylan of Indonesia) to 
rajnikant (you have to see him to believe it). 

The best times for us was the food breaks, mostly in the market around the 
studio. From satay, gurame, nasi goreng, padang…the list is endless! (I am still 
suffering from withdrawal symptoms. Our next collaboration is an Indonesian 
cuisine café in India.)

On the 11th, we were ready with our first 
cut! The venue was the Telapak Café  in the 
centre of the town, and buzzing with energy. 
It is a space not just for coffee, snacks and 
free internet, but where people can gather for 
discussions, film screenings, education. There 
were about 35 people from varied groups 
such as filmmakers, students, NgO workers, 
activists. The screening was followed by a 

discussion and feedback; there was much curiosity about India, the people and also 
the difference in forest types, and at the same time many common issues.

It was just 10 days, but in that time one forgot 
countries and borders, and differences….we had 
the same issues, the same diversity, and the same 
motivations. aloi and I left bogor as bOgOrITEs!
 

Photos: TOP: rita and Nanang at the editing table.  LOWEr: 
Discussions at the Telapak Cafe involved various groups 
around bogor

CLOCKWIsE with large photo: (1) a 
woman rests in a typical Penan hut,  
(2) Everyone pitches in to build the 
nursery to house seedlings of sago 
palm, (3) robert Jengan, resource 
person for nursery establishment and 
management, demonstrates how 
to plant a sago seed in a polythene 
bag, (4) Penghulu Wan malong,  the 
Paramount Chief, stresses that they 
can depend only on themselves for 
their own survival as a people, (5) Jefry 
moyong, ba Puak chieftain explains the 
challenges they face with the depletion 
of sago palms, (6) samy enjoys the 
taste of the kelirang fruit he gathered 
from nearby trees

about the seeds. We 
were distracted by so 
many traces of wild 
boars in the forest 
and we went hunting 
instead. The seeds 
can be collected 
tomorrow.”  

If only we were all so free and if only the nomadic 
Penans had their forest as large and in good form to 
depend for food and a life they had always known.

Dominic is the Community Organiser for the sarawak project 
entitled” reforestation and strengthening of Penans in apoh Tutoh 
to secure Food, Livelihood 
and Native Land” which is 
supported by the Ecosystems 
grants Programme - IuCN

for the nomadic Penan

1 CONTaCT: rita banerji
Dusty Foot Productions
C-9 / 9037 Vasant Kunj
New Delhi 110070, India
Ph: 0981250260 
dustyfootindia@yahoo.com
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“We obtain three fourths of our income from 
NTFPs,” Ms. Subbi Gowda, a tribal NTFP 
collector said without wavering. Appiko-

Prakruti’s decade-long study and sharing knowledge 
with local communities also revealed the same. In 
Uttara Kannada district, Karnataka state of India, 
forest dwelling communities earned a maximum of 
95 percent of total income and an average 33 percent 
income from NTFPs. However, with the loss of habitat; 
overharvesting and limited knowledge regarding 
harvest, process, market, policy and cultivation aspects; 
the resource is depleting and collectors are not getting 
desired benefits.

As an alternate to 
conventional development 
activities Prakruti is 
promoting the sustainable 
use and development of 
NTFPs together with the 
forest dwelling communities.

Activities include resource 
mapping, nursery raising, 

cultivation, enterprise development and promotion of 
sustainable use of the resources. 

WEsTErN ghaTs, INDIa

women & NTFPs, 
livelihood & management issues 

by NarIsImha hEgDE, aPPIKO-PraKruTI

    
  Total annual income (rs) NTFP income %
   more than 50,000  1 to 10
   20,000 to 49,000  10 – 20
   below 20,000  21 to 95

Contribution of NTFPs to 
overall household income

 
NTFP type                          Income details per NTFP Types             Overall    
  maximum minimum average    contribution %
Flowers 1875 117 620 3.10
resins 1660 600 1130 0.09
Leaves 1400 40 320 0.69
Fruits 39000 60 4500 76.70
Insect products 10000 150 1500 10.90
rattan 35000 100 7700 5.79
Pod 1275 25 350 1.60
Nodes 20 10 12 0.01
seeds 1500 500 900 1.07

Income details per NTFP Type

remote sensing and geographic Information system
Remote sensing is the instrumentation, techniques and 
methods to observe the earth’s surface at a distance and 
to interpret the images or numerical values obtained in 
order to acquire meaningful information of particular 
objects on earth.

Geographic information is required for planning and 
management purposes of our infrastructure and natural 
resources.

According to a FAO study, no country has carried out 
a complete assessment/inventory on the status of NTFP 
resources. Perhaps our study is the first attempt in the 
entire country to adopt a focused approach to map the 
resources using state-of-the-art technology and relates it 
with the issues on livelihood and gender. Extensive field 
work and mapping provided valuable information on 
status of various NTFPs, crucial limitations with respect 
to harvest, process, marketing and policy issues and to 
set the priorities for interventions.

an example of a resource 
map for Garcinia gumigutta 
generated through remote 

sensing. 

INsET:  The rind of Garcinia 
gumigutta fruits
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Proportion of time spent in processing of NTFPs

Female 51% male 48%

Child 1%

Proportion of time spent in harvesting NTFPs

Female 45% male 54%

Child 1%

Proportion of time spent in trading NTFPs

Female 15%

male 84%

Proportion of time spent in collection of 
non-commercial NTFP

Female 87% male 10%

Child 3%

ALL PHOTOS IN THIS ARTICLE BY AJIM INNI / AFRIM

Emphasis on women groups
Many NTFP 
production to 
consumption systems 
involve women, many 
times in a leading 
role. Most examples 
in this study showed 
clear division of tasks 
by gender within 
systems. The study 
seeks to make a 
special emphasis on 
the role that women 
play through the entire 
process of NTFP 
collection, processing, 
consumption, 
sale/marketing and 
income generation. 
It was identified 
that women are the 
major contributors 
in collection and 
processing of NTFPs. 
Women and children 

are involved to a greater extent than men in activities 
such as peeling, de-husking, descending, cleaning, 
drying, salting and packing in bags or gunny bags. 
While men emphasized the income they earned from 
selling it; the women spoke more about how they could 
use it at home. However, those NTFPs, which do not 
have commercial importance, are left out for the women 
to deal with them. 

In marketing of NTFPs, women seem to participate 
only to a limited extent. Most of the women (from the 
lower economic classes) say that they do not venture 
into the markets, as they do not have any idea of 
markets by themselves. Most of the selling that women 
do is in the village itself. They sell handmade mats 
and brooms to people who come to buy them in the 
villages. Another way is by exchange or barter; some 
women also carry these items when they go to visit their 
relatives and give them in exchange for old clothes. 
Now we have prioritized the products exclusively 
collected and processed by women and in a sustainable 
way, thus improving their skill and capacities to manage 
these resources. 

Product development
We have started product development based on the 
information gathered through resource mapping. For 
example, fruit rind of Garcinia gummigutta is harvested 
to extract the Hydroxy Citric Acid (HCA), which is 
said to have obesity controlling properties. Due to 

increased industrial demand price of rind and because of 
competition among the collectors, collectors have been 
harvesting unscientifically. 

On the other hand, according our study it requires 22 
kilograms of fuel wood to obtain one kilogram of fruit 
rind as the fruiting occurs in monsoon. Now we have 
installed fuel-efficient driers in the highly concentrated 
Garcinia areas in which only 4 kilograms of fuel 
wood is sufficient to obtain one kilogram of dry rind. 
Instead of fuel wood from the forest, collectors can use 
agriculture waste in these installed units.

We have started producing the butter from seeds 
(seed is rich in edible fat by up to 30%) by installing 
oil extracting units with women groups. This helped to 
promote sustainable use of the resource as no cutting 
of branches or trees and unripe fruits is involved – only 
the seed from the fallen fruits have to be harvested. This 
also helps increase the cash income of economically 
marginalized groups especially women of indigenous 
communities.

Vinegar, pickles and extracting of HCA from fruit 
juice are also being experimented on.

Domestication 
To reduce pressure on forests and to increase the cash 
income of collectors we are promoting domestication 
of NTFP species and cultivation in Village Forest 
Committee areas. Farmers and collectors are cultivating 
in a small scale and many times they fail to select 
superior types. Now we are involved in identifying the 
superior types, standardizing the nursery techniques and 
cultivation practices.

sustainable harvest and Community management
In order to bring sustainable harvest practices and 
community management several workshops were held 
from grassroot level to national level. It also provided 
an opportunity for collectors to interact with NGOs, 
the State Forest Department, scientists and traders. To 
strengthen capacity of these groups’ exposure visits, 
training workshops and regular meetings are organized.

With this, we aim sustainable use of the resources, 
stable market and 
assured price for 
the products and 
finally improve the 
livelihood conditions 
of poor forest dwelling 
communities.

LEFT: Community members 
gather for the inauguration of a 
fuel-efficient drier

rIghT: Processing of Myristica 
malabarica, from which the 
spice nutmeg and mace are 
derived

1 CONTaCT: Narasimha hegde 
appiko-Prakruti
hulemalgi building
Chowkinath, sirsi, Karnataka 
581401 India
Email: narasimha.yaman1@gmail.com
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“Profiting from 
Honeybees for 
Improved Livelihoods” 
In an effort to support 
forest-based enterprise 
development, this 17-
minute live slideshow 
is designed to introduce 
communities to a 
number of topics 
related to bees and 

honey collection, including 
sustainable harvesting methods, rafter 
techniques for attracting wild bees, and 
bee identification and behavior. 

DVD and VCD copies in Khmer 
with English subtitles are available at 
the Community Forestry International, 
#81B Street 57, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, Tel: +855 23 220 714 Email: 
amandabradley@cfi-cambodia.org.kh

Tropical Conservation 
Biology

This introductory 
textbook examines 
diminishing terrestrial 
and aquatic habitats in 
the tropics, covering a 
broad range of topics 
including:

 Case studies 
and interviews 
with prominent 
conservation 
scientists to help 

situate key concepts in a real 
world context

 The fate of the coral reefs; the impact 
of agriculture, urbanization, and logging 
on habitat depletion; and the effects of 
fire on plants and animal survival

 Highlights conservation successes 
in the region, and emphasizes the need 
to integrate social issues, such as human 
hunger, into a tangible conservation plan, 
and

 Documents the current state of the 
field as it looks for ways to predict future 
outcomes and lessen human impact

By Navjot S. Sodhi, Barry W. Brook, 
Corey J.A. Bradshaw. 
Published by 
Blackwell Publishing. 
For further details, 
please visit: www.
blackwellpublishing.
com. For release  in 
November 2007.

 
CHITA’ HAE 
Culture, Crafts 
and Customs of 
the Hma’ Meri in 

Kampung Sungai 
Bumbon, Pulau Carey The Hma’ Meri 
of Carey Island have long been a source 

EDITOrIaL bOarD
aloisa Zamora-santos, Jenne de beer, ma. Cristina s. guerrero

many thanks to our CONTrIbuTOrs for this issue:  
reita Faida rahim, gerai Orang asli (malaysia), Norlita Colili, 
NTFP Task Force (Philippines), Nola andaya, NTFP-TF/CmCC 
(Philippines), Dominic Langat (malaysia), rita banerji, Dusty Foot 
Productions (India), Narasimha hegde, appiko-Prakruti (India)

DEsIgN: aloisa Zamora-santos

Would you like to contribute and article or photo? Or just have 
comments or questions? Please CONTaCT us at: 
Non-Timber Forest Products Exchange Programme (NTFP-EP)
92-a masikap Extension, barangay Central
Diliman, Quezon City 1100 The Philippines 
TELEFax: +63 2 4262757, 9293665
EmaIL: info@ntfp.org urL: www.ntfp.org

The NTFP-EP is a collaborative network of about 40 
non-governmental organisations and community-based 
organisations in south and southeast asia. We work with forest-
based communities to strengthen their capacity in sustainable 
management of natural resources.

many thanks to hivos-Oxfam Novib biodiversity Fund and 
mIsErEOr for their generous support for the printing of Voices.

A non-stinky durian?
In Thailand, the world’s smelliest fruit may be shedding 

its notorious title, to much controversy. The odorless 
Chantaburi No. 1, bred by Thai scientists,  is hoped to 

broaden the acceptability of the durian, unlocking the door 
to american and European customers .“making a non-

smelly durian is like a thornless rose,” laments a bangkok-
based food writer. “It’s really cutting out the soul.”  

{source & Photo: International herald Tribune, 30 march 2007}

Under the Influence. 
In this report, 
Jubilee Australia 
explores the links 
between international 
financial institutions, 
deforestation and climate 
change. It contends 
that IFIs have given 
much greater priority to 
the economic value of 

forests, with devastating 
consequences for land, water and people. 
Deforestation in the Asia Pacific is a 
direct consequence of the expansion 
of exploitative industry. IFIs have 
encouraged or coerced developing 
nations in the region to undertake 
much of this expansion. Through loan 
conditions and policy intervention, the 
economies of developing countries have 
been restructured to increase national 
profit, necessitating sacrifice of the 
environmental and social well-being for 
the majority of areas and communities 
affected, the ill effects of which have 
lasted long after the initial programs 
were implemented. 

Published September 2007. For 
further information, please visit www.
jubileeaustralia.org or email Stephanie 
Lusby: slusby@ncca.org au or Adele 
Low: alow@ncca.org.au. The PDF is 
also downloadable at www.ntfp.org’s 
“Recommended Books & Videos”

of interest to anthropologists and tourists 
alike. Living on an estuarine island at the 
mouth of the Langat River in Selangor 
– barely an hour’s drive from Kuala 
Lumpur – the villagers of Kampung 
Sungai Bumbon are accustomed to visits 
by students, researchers and tourists who 
are attracted by their indigenous culture 
and handicrafts.

In 2006, members of the Tompoq 
Topoh Mah Meri Women’s ‘First Weave’ 
Project had the opportunity to not only 
document their oral history but to publish 
this booklet in which they narrate about 
their past, the physical changes to their 
island home and about their beliefs.  
Edited by Reita Rahim, Published March 
2007 by Center for Orang Asli Concerns 
for Tompoq Topoh (H’ma Meri Women’s 
‘First Weave’ Project) ISBN 978-983-
43248-1-0 

For ordering information or to 
download the PDF file, please visit www.
ntfp.org’s recommended publications or 
www.coac.my

Publications and videos are distributed free of 
charge to our partners and contacts as far as stocks 

Basic Upland Ecology, 
featured in the last 
issue of Voices, was 
launched last July 
25 at the Department 
of Environment and 
Natural (DENR) 
office in Quezon City, 
Philippines. DENR 
Undersecretary Teresita 
Samson Castillo 
commended its author 
Delbert Rice, for his 
work of over four 
decades of serving 
upland communities in the Philippines. 
Pastor Rice is an anthropologist and 
also serves in the Board of Directors of 
the NTFP Exchange Programme. The 
book is available through New Day 
Publishing at tel+63 2 9288046 and 
9275982.

On 27-29 November,  the first ever 
Madhu Duniya will take place in andhra 
Pradesh, India. It will be a festive gathering 
of tribal honey collectors and some of their 

supporters, among others from Palawan 
(Phils.), mondulkiri (Cambodia), Danau 

sentarum (Indonesia) and from the Eastern 
and Western ghats. It will be an occasion 

for a broad exchange of ancient traditions, 
new approaches and diverse cultural 
manifestations. Look for the INsErT 

in this issue for more info!

miks guia-Padilla, 
board member, NTFP-

EP; Pastor Delbert 
rice, author of “basic 

upland Ecology”; 
undersecretary 

Teresita samson 
Castillo, Department 
of Environment and 

Natural resources; ms. 
Denia Pascua, Editorial 

head of New Day 
Publishing


