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CONTACT US!

Your queries, comments and 
contributions are most welcome! 

Please contact us at: 

Non-Timber Forest Products 
Exchange Programme for 
South and Southeast Asia (NTFP-EP)

92 Masikap Extension, 
Barangay Central 
Diliman, Quezon City ��00, 
Philippines

+ 63 2 920 42 0�
+ 63 2 426 27 57
info@ntfp.org
facebook.com/ntfpep
twitter.com/ntfp_ep

NTFP-EP SECRETARIAT

 Executive Director Maria Cristina Guerrero
 Programme Development Officer Tanya Conlu

Knowledge Management Officer Earl Paulo Diaz
Program Officer  for Community Forestry & Climate Change Joy Torres

Communication and Knowledge  Management Officer for REDD+ Leonard Reyes
Facilitator for India Madhu Ramnath

Facilitator for Malaysia Joanna de Rozario
Facilitator for Cambodia Femy Pinto
Finance Officer for Cambodia Ma Sida

Sarawak Community  Development Officer Dominic Langat
Facilitator for Kalimantan Panthom Priyandoko

Administrative and Bookkeeping Assistant Diah Sembring
Kalimantan Field Assistant Merry Tobing

Enterprise Development Officer Phy Bunthorn
Admin Officer Phan Channa
Finance Officer Emily Abella

Administrative Assistant Laarni Ocampo

Non-Timber Forest Products 
Exchange Programme for South 

and Southeast Asia (NTFP-EP) is a 
collaborative network of over 60 civil 
society organizations (CSOs) working 

with forest-based communities to 
strengthen their capacity in the 

sustainable management of natural 
resources in the Philippines, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and 

Cambodia, with initial contacts made 
in Bangladesh. 

Voices from the Forest is the official 
newsletter of NTFP-EP. It is released 
biannually and contains regional and 
country forests and people updates 

from the NTFP-EP network. 

EDITORIAL BOARD
Maria Cristina Guerrero

Earl Paulo Diaz
Tanya Conlu

CONTRIBUTORS
Jenne de Beer, Joanna de Rozario, 

Femy Pinto, Abi Aguilar, Vince 
Docta, Joy Torres, Suganthi 

Thengavel, Andreas Heinimann, 
Arnel Tapic, Vanessa Reid, Mary 
Stockdale, Vu Ngoc Long, Lam 
Dinh Uy, Bikash Rath, Katherine 

Mana Galido, Roger Garinga

For the first time in many years we feature Filipino indigenous 
people on the cover of the Voices Newsletter. We see it as only 
fitting to feature the hunter-gatherer Negrito groups during 
this, the International Year of the Forest. With this cover, we 
also demonstrate NTFP-EP’s commitment to “food from the 
forest” as an important theme of focus for the years to come. 

In this issue we celebrate various new beginnings or new travels. 
In exchange news, we feature the new NTFP-EP Indonesia board, 
established to respond better to NTFP demands in Indonesia. 
NTFP-EP also digs deeper into the theme of Indigenous and 
Community Conserved Areas, ICCAs, as the network co-
organizes a symposium in Bogor. We also feature an article 
from The Agro-biodiversity Initiative, TABI, from Laos. NTFP-
EP is exploring contacts and expanded work in Laos through its 
involvement in the ASEAN Social Forestry Network (ASFN). 

Speaking of ASEAN, NTFP-EP is expanding its work in the 
region and has conducted several activities to support civil 
society engagement and social and environmental safeguards 
in forestry processes. See these stories on page 14. As NTFP-
EP’s ASEAN work is also focused on climate change concerns, 
we feature a local, Philippine REDD project with a water system 
development component galvanizing the community and the 
local government into joint action.

As for the main focus of our network, NTFPs! We feature in 
this issue sustainable amla (candy!!) management in india, and 
a successful resin forum in Cambodia. As always, forest honey 
takes center stage in Voices issues and this was only natural as 
the peak of forest honey events in Asia, Madhu Duniya, took 
place this year. This year was exciting as a crocodile came to 
visit! 

WWW.NTFP.ORG
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NTFP-EP Indonesia has been launched through an initial board meeting 
held on Sept 26, 2011. NTFP-EP Indonesia was formed to respond to 
the growing needs of NTFP development in the country. The board is 
formed from a diverse set of individuals who can serve as a “think-tank” 
of experts on NTFPs and small producer development. The new board 
members include: Nuning Barwa, MBA, a Director in the Foundation of 
the leading cosmetics company in Indonesia, Martha Tilaar, Dr. Mustofa 
Agung Sardjono formerly the head of the Center for Social Forestry (CSF) 
at Mulawarman University and now adviser to the Ministry of Forestry 
on forest policy, Dra. Titik Hartini, M. Si, a known figure on women’s 
empowerment and micro-enterprises, Ridzki Rinanto Sigit, MA, member 
of NTFP-EP regional board and supporter of NTFP-EP films through 
Gekko Studios and Maria Teresa Guia-Padilla, an anthropologist from the 
Philippines also sitting on NTFP-EP’s regional board.  After this meeting, 
two others agreed to join the board, Drs. Johnny Wijanta Utama, of the 
social marketing group Dian Niaga and  Dr. Soesilowaty Hadisoesilo, Bee 
Specialist and long time adviser to the Forest Honey Network, Indonesia 
(JMHI). The Foundation is now undergoing registration procedures 
and it is hoped to be legally established by early next year. NTFP-EP 
Indonesia has opened a new office in Jakarta. Complete address is as 
follows: Jalan Jatisari II/30, RT 005/007, Jatipadang, Pasar Minggu, 
Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia.

NTFP-EP IS NOW OFFICIALLY IN INDONESIA! :)

All roads led to General Nakar, Quezon, Philippines when the honey 
processing center and buying station was officially opened last October 
14!

 The 24-square meter honey processing center was constructed inside 
the compound of the Sentrong Paaralan ng mga Agta (SPA) or the 
Dumagat-Agta tribal school in Barangay Catablingan, General Nakar, 
Quezon Province, in the heart of the Sierra Madre mountain range.

 The event gathered around 200 Dumagat-Agtas from 32 communities, 
NGO support groups, and government agencies. The honey processing 
center is one of the support projects to the enterprise development 
component of the Community Carbon Pool Project (C2P2) by NTFP-Task 
Force together with the Fauna and Flora International-Philippines and 
the Tribal Center for Development with funding support from the Team 
Energy Foundation Inc. (TEFI).

Aside from the opening and blessing of the honey processing center, 
solar panels were also installed by TEFI to jumpstart the processing of 
honey. There were also books donated for the school library and vitamins 
and medicines for the students.

Also in attendance were National Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP) Commisioner Conchita Calzado who hailed from General Nakar 
and a Dumagat-Agta herself, and NCIP Provincial Office OIC Benedict 
Maloles.

The honey processing center will be managed by KOMOT, the enterprise 
group under SAGIBIN-LN, the IP partner-organization of C2P2. Aside 
from honey, the group is also starting to focus on processing other food 
products such as the wild pili nuts (locally known as pilaway) as there is 
an abundance of these nuts in the area. 

All the NGO support groups are hopeful and positive that this will be 
the start of a sweet and enterprising journey for the Dumagat-Agtas of 
Quezon!

DUMAGAT-AGTAS OPENED THEIR HONEY PROCESSING CENTER AND BUYING STATION
Written by: Abi Aguilar

Written by: Crissy Guerrero
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Eleanor Goroh, coordinator of JOAS (Jaringan Orang Asal Semalaysia, 
The Indigenous Peoples Network of Malaysia) and Suzanne, a JOAS 
volunteer accompanied by Crissy Guerrero and Joanna de Rozario  visited 
a Rungus community at Kampung Tinangol in Kudat, Sabah in June 
this year. It was a visit to meet  a women’s group known as Sinompuru 
that produces high end exclusive necklaces made from seeds that were 
successfully sold to urban KL-ites through Gerai Orang Asal, an NTFP-EP 
partner. More recently, the Borneo Chic shop in Jakarta had carried their 
necklaces which were well received during its recent launch. 

The night before the trip, the husband of one of the women artisans 
had suddenly passed away. However, the women wanted to continue the 
meeting with NTFP-EP although due to adat/culture the trip’s agenda 
had to be shortened. After a 5 hour journey from Kota Kinabalu, the 
team reached Kampung Tinangol and began meeting the women of 
Sinompuru informally over dinner. Crissy then shared about NTFP-EP, the 
Kalimantan Craft’s Network and the successful sales of the Sinompuru’s 
necklaces at the Borneo Chic shop which had led to a second order 
of necklaces. She also shared NTFP-EP’s hopes and aspirations of the 
potential of crafts development among women and the indigenous 
peoples in Sabah and the rest of Malaysia. The Sinompuru women also 
contributed their story on the development of the group, the production 
and marketing of the necklaces and their struggles. They also brought 
out a variety of necklaces they had produced to show and tell. A lively 
discussion pursued that went on through the night.  (The next morning 
we rose early to try to catch the sunrise from what is known as the tip of 
Borneo and also catch a glimpse of the Philippines but we failed in the 
former but may have been successful in the latter.)

Upon returning to Kota Kinabalu, a meeting with Adrian Lasimbang, 
technical adviser of JOAS, Patrick Ginduh, JOAS field coordinator, Gabe, 
a volunteer at JOAS and Eleanor provided a better understanding of 
the crafts development and women empowerment project recently 
developed by JOAS and NTFP EP’s role in assisting JOAS in the 
elaboration and implementation of the project. 

THE MAKING OF A CRAFTS NETWORK IN MALAYSIA

The side event on “REDD-Plus Governance and Safeguards” was 
organized by CoDe REDD-Philippines in collaboration with the 
Climate Change Commission (CCC), the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources- Forest Management Bureau (DENR-FMB),  
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
and the European Union (EU). The side event took place during the 
Asia-Pacific Forestry Week (APFW) organized by FAO and the Asia 
Pacific Forestry Commission in Beijing, China held from Nov 7-11, 2011.  
This partner event highlighted the development of a multi-stakeholder 
REDD-Plus governance mechanism and envisioned implementation 
schemes from national to sub-national levels. This was presented by Ms. 
Mayumi Quintos-Natividad and Ms/ Remy Evangelista of the DENR-
FMB. Discussions on safeguard mechanisms ensued after policy studies 
on clarifying carbon rights and assessment of Free and Prior Informed 
Consent policies were also presented. The said studies were presented 
by Atty. Ingrid Gorre and Atty Jing Tauli-Corpuz respectively. A local 
government case was presented by Pronvincial Environment and Natural 
Resource Officer (PENRO) Ricardo T. Tomol and For. Gordon Bernard 
Ignacio (GIZ). Crissy Guerrero of NTFP-EP/CoDe REDD then shared civil 
society views on partnership with the public sector. The event was well 
attended.

ASIA PACIFIC FORESTRY WEEK SIDE EVENT IN BEIJING - A HUGE SUCCESS!

“REDD-Plus Governance and SafeGuardS” is organized by code redd-PhiliPPineS in collaboration with the climate 
chanGe commiSSion (ccc), the dePartment of environment and natural reSourceS- foreSt manaGement
Bureau (denr-fmB) and the deutSche GeSellSchaft für internationale ZuSammenarBeit (GiZ) GmBh. This

partner event will highlight platforms and commitment of the Philippine government in terms of opportunities of multi-

stakeholder REDD-Plus development and implementation at the national down to the sub-national levels. Furthermore, there 

will be discussions of ongoing efforts on governance, safeguard mechanisms (i.e. clarifying carbon rights and the Free and Prior 

Informed Consent) and continuing collaboration between the government and non-government organizations / networks in 

pursuit of responsible implementation of the Philippine National REDD-Plus Strategy (PNRPS).

Panelists will come from ccc, code redd, GiZ-Bmu and denr-fmB. At the end of the presentations / discussions, the panel 

will give one-liner impact statements. This event hopes to contribute in the plenary discussion on “The impact of governance 

on the future of REDD+” which will be held on the second day of APFW, 8th November 2011.

REDD-Plus
Governance & 
SafeGuardS

2nd Asia-Pacific Forestry Week
1300 - 1600 H

07 November 2011
Room 301B, China National 

Convention Center
Beijing, China

Written by: Joana de Rozario

Written by: Crissy Guerrero
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Lao PDR is outstandingly rich in 
non-timber forest products. 757 
plants and 150 animals have been 
identified as NTFPs but the real 
figure is probably 4 to 5 times 
higher. These NTFPs are used by 
Lao people as food, medicine, and 
fibres for own consumption but are 
also sold on the domestic markets 
and increasingly exported to the 
neighbouring countries.

Agrobiodiversity - of which 
NTFPs are a vital component - is 
thus a crucial asset of rural people’s 
livelihood and offers a potential 
for poverty alleviation. However, 
agrobiodiversity is increasingly 
threatened by currently prevailing 
blueprint agriculture intensification 
and unsustainable harvesting of 
timber crops.

To give these highly dynamic 
developments a positive turn, the 
Lao Government and the Swiss 
Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) have launched 
The Agrobiodiversity Initiative 
(TABI) in 2009. TABI is implemented 
in a partnership of the Lao Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Ramboll Natura, CDE/ University of 
Bern and IUCN. Its overall goal is to 
enhance agrobiodiversity as key for 
poverty alleviation. TABI addresses 
this challenging but promising 
goal through a comprehensive 
approach including different 
sectors and government levels, 
thereby focusing its interventions 
on:
• Innovative Sub-Projects 

at the village and district 
level supporting farmers, 
extension workers, and 
government staff in advancing 
sustainable management of 
agrobiodiversity. 

• Evidence-based and 
participatory (land) planning 
processes at the village and 
district level to enable more 
coherent and effective land use 
and forestry planning.

• Effective governance of 
biodiversity conservation 
at the international (CBD) 
and national policy level, by 
advancing the understanding 
about agrobiodiversity and 
establishing implementation 
mechanisms. 

Currently, TABI has more than 
40 Sub-Projects in the provinces 
of Luang Prabang and Xieng 
Khouang under implementation. 
These provinces are facing a 
serious decline in the availability 
of various NTFPs. Hence, TABI 
supports numerous villages in the 
sustainable management of NTFPs 
by improving harvesting methods, 
domesticating plants, and value-
added marketing.  

To systematically learn from such 
single interventions and provide 
evidence and messages into policy 
and development discourses, TABI 
invests major efforts in information 
and knowledge management 
and sharing among the diverse 
community of stakeholders and is 
systematically compiling relevant 
information.

In relation to NTFP, this currently 
also includes various information 
resources on TABI’s website www.
tabi.la, such as:
• NTFP-mapper:  an interactive 

collection of 70 NTFPs case 
studies in the country, 

• The NTFP-wiki, being the first 
Wikipedia in Laos, which is a 
website for information sharing 
on NTFPs (in Lao and English).

ENHANCING 
AGROBIODIVERSITY 

FOR LIVELIHOODS

THE 
AGROBIODIVERSITY 
INITIATIVE 
IN LAO PDR
Written by: Andreas Heinimann
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Broederlijk Delen (BD)  is 
a faith-based Flemish 
organization that supports 
groups in the South to 
realise their own plans 
in their struggle against 
poverty and injustice. BD 
believes that it is the people 
in the South who find 
the solutions themselves, 
adapted to their specific 
context, that guarantees 
sustainable results.

Worldwide, BD supports 
250 partners in 20 linked 
countries to sustainable 
rural development, human
rights, democratization and 
participative citizenship 
which all grew
from local inspiration, vision, 
expertise and possibilities. 
BD supports its
partner organizations in 
different ways such as: 

(i)  financial support; 
(ii) technical support and 

knowledge exchange; 
(iii) political actions and 

international lobbying; 
and (iv) provision of 
volunteer development 
workers..
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Last April 28 – 29, the first ever 
‘Mam-eh’  Aeta Forest Foods 
Festival took place in Capas, the 
Philippines.

Over 400 participants joined 
in the event, the vast majority 
Aeta  from Tarlac province, with 
a contingent Aeta and Agta from 
four other provinces.

At the festival, to which 
participants had brought ample 
specialty food  items from the 
forests and swiddens of their 
respective areas, a ‘gather, cook 
and taste’ session took central 
stage. The session opened with 
the lightening of a cooking fire 
– both men and women using their 
respective traditional implements 
– and with offerings to ‘Anito’ 
environment spirits.

Apart from food preparation 
and actual tasting, recipes, rituals 
and information with respect to 
the ingredients were shared. In 
addition, survival skills, such as trap 
making, archery and techniques 
of sustainable yam digging were 
demonstrated and many of the 
participants engaged in story 
telling, dancing and singing, much 
of it related to the food served.

Written by: JdB
Photographs by: Leonard Reyes and JdB
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Sharpshooting with bow and arrow - it is a key part of the Aeta way of life



The festival proper was 
followed by a one-day ‘multi-
sector development forum’. The 
forum, with Aeta leaders in charge 
and top echelon government 
officials involved, aimed at 
providing a platform for sharing 
the communities’ aspirations and 
concerns. The open and mutually 
respectful dialogue largely focused 
on developments affecting the 
security of the Aeta’s ancestral 
domains and the natural resources 
therein.

In light of the enthusiastic 
response of participants during and 
after the event, it can be argued 
that, yes, it helped invigorate the 
Aeta’s ‘beyond organic’ healthy 
food tradition, while visibly 
fostering greater pride in related 
skills, knowledge and customs. 

Similar festivals are currently in 
the pipe-line, starting with one 
coming February in Alklan with Ati 
and Ayta negritos of the Visayas. 

7

Dancing like there’s no tomorrow - the Aeta way! Ati leader’s morale was boosted 
upon reading the latest issue of NBTA
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Indigenous peoples’ and 
community conserved areas 
and territories (ICCAs) are a 
widespread reality throughout the 
world and a strongly emerging 
concept within the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
and other national policies on 
sustainable livelihoods, human 
and indigenous rights and 
the conservation of nature. 
Considering over 15 million 
people live in forested areas 
within Indonesia and as one of 
the countries with the highest 
levels of biodiversity in the world, 
what better country to benefit 
more from adopting the ICCA 
concept into its national policy 
and legal framework? From 13-
14 October 2011, a symposium 
entitled ‘ICCAs in Indonesia’ 
was held at the premises of 
CIFOR, in Bogor, Indonesia. The 
symposium – co-organised by 
NTFP-EP, The ICCA Consortium, 
WWF Indonesia, Forest Peoples 
Programme (FPP) and Kiara 
– was held to determine the 
current status, concept, practice, 
limitations and opportunities of 
ICCAs within Indonesia. Due to 
time restrictions, the symposium 
merely scratched the surface 
of the potential scope and 
magnitude for already existing and 
potential ICCAs within Indonesia 
but did reveal the issues and 
concerns desperately needing 
attention. Many international and 
Indonesian representatives from 
non-governmental organizations  
(NGOs) and/or people’s 
organizations (POs) presented 
ICCA case studies describing the 
achievements, the shortcomings 
and the threats facing those 

IN INDONESIA, 
AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM, 

�3-�4 OCTOBER 20��

ICCAs within their countries/
regions.  Symposium participants 
gathered into four working groups 
to discuss: the existence of ICCAs 
in Indonesia,  the types of ICCAs 
found in the country, the barriers 
to attain recognition and support,  
learnings from the symposium 
and, finally future steps for ICCAs 
in Indonesia. 

The key concerns and 
issues which emerged from 
these discussion sessions and 
presentations were:

•  the existence of ICCAs but the 
lack of means to secure local 
and national level recognition

•  the need to consider 
development needs of and 
economic alternatives for 
forest communities in addition 
to their rights over resources 

•  conflicts on visions and 
communication  with 
conservation NGOS and 
national parks

•  the overall low level of 
participation and consultation 
of local stakeholders, 
including women 

•  different perceptions and 
approaches to ‘conservation’ 
(which are often negative

 
The symposium highlighted the 

current efforts of the government 
to adopt community conserved 
areas (CCAs) into the new 
biodiversity conservation law but 
also spotlighted the need for 
drastic forest tenure reform within 
Indonesia. With regards to rights 
over resources this included in 
particular the needs of the local 
community to have more prior 
information and consultation 

from any outside agents and 
for traditional knowledge to be 
recognised in all decision-making 
processes. Finally, it shed light 
on the practices at the local level 
in which good governance and 
responsible leadership needs to be 
ensured in order to engage in fair 
partnerships and negotiations. 

There are a number of passionate 
and determined Indonesian NGOs 
working on local community and 
indigenous people’s livelihoods 
and land tenure issues. Follow-
up meetings for national NGO’s 
and the ICCA Consortium will be 
organised in the coming months 
in the hope of establishing, or at-
least assessing the possibility, of a 
national ICCA Indonesian network. 
The first National NGO follow-up 
meeting took place at the new 
NTFP-EP office in Jakarta on 21 
November with Huma, Kiara, FPP, 
JKPP, Sawit Watch and The ICCA 
Consortium present in order to 
determine concrete steps forward. 
As the Global Communications 
officer of the ICCA Consortium 
based here in Indonesia, I feel 
encouraged and hopeful at the 
prospect of strengthening and 
supporting the ICCA concept 
here. There is undoubtedly a 
gargantuan task ahead to carry 
this process through, but I am 
hopeful, with the combined 
support of fellow NGOs, and the 
inspiring leadership of community 
leaders, this is wholly possible. 

For more information on ICCAs, 
please visit www.iccaconsortium.
org where the symposium 
proceedings report can also be 
found. 

Written by: Vanessa Reid 
Photographs by: Joseph Siberut
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The antimicrobial agent 
in honey contains an 

enzyme that produces 
hydrogen peroxide 
which is believed to 

prohibit the growth of 
certain bacteria.

When exposed to 
air, honey absorbs 
moisture, making it 

good for treating open 
wounds and an ideal 

ingredient for cosmetic 
products as it helps 
keep skin fresh and 

prevents drying

Honey contains natural 
antioxidant properties 

that can destroy 
biologically destructive 
chemical agents which 

have been linked to 
many diseases such as 

cancer. 

ANTIBACTERIAL ANTIOXIDANT

Honey is nature’s energy booster. 
The glucose in honey is absorbed 

by the body quickly and gives 
an immediate energy boost, 

while the fructose is absorbed 
more slowly providing sustained 

energy. It is known that honey has 
also been found to keep levels 
of blood sugar fairly constant 
compared to other types of 

sugar.

ENERGY BOOSTER

Amongst the many health 
benefits of honey, what is most 
impressive to me – it can be a 

powerful immune system booster. 
Honey’s antioxidant and anti-
bacterial properties can help 
improve digestive system and 
help you stay healthy and fight 

disease

IMMUNITY SYSTEM
BUILDER

HONEY IS 
IDEAL FOR:

SORE THROAT

One of the better known 
health benefits of honey is 
that it is able to help treat 

sore throats. Due to its 
antimicrobial properties, 
honey not only soothes 
throats but can also kill 

certain bacteria that cause 
the infection.

It is believed that honey 
contains about the same 
range of antioxidants as 

green vegetables. The intake 
of honey and cinnamon 
mixture also has been 

reported to have innate 
healing characteristics that 
appear to help diabetics 
control both blood sugar 

and cholesterol levels. 

HIGH 
CHOLESTEROL

Honey does not cure 
cancer but what many 
people often overlook 
is that honey possesses 
carcinogen-preventing 

and anti-tumour 
properties! 

Honey should not be given 
to infants under the age of 
18 months. Due to the low 
count of naturally occurring 
bacterial botulinum spores 
on some honey, a baby’s 

immature digestive system 
may not be able to inhibit the 
toxin being produced due to 

its low acidity.

HEAL
ME 
WITH 

HYGROSCOPIC

2011

The natural properties of honey enable it to 
be used as a preventive and curative tool 
against many diseases. The composition and 
nutritional value of honey differ in relation 
to the floral sources which honeybees have 
visited. Recent research supports the claim 
that dark coloured honeys have larger amounts 
of antioxidants. The inorganic contents of 
honey, minerals and other trace elements, play 
a significant role in human metabolism and 
nutrition. 

Written by: Suganthi Thangavel

CAUTION!



September 2011 - all roads led to Indonesia for honey experts and practitioners as they attended two 
important honey events: The Forest Honey Health and Nutrition Symposium which was held in Bogor 
Botanical Gardens (September 19)  and Madu Duniya Conference 2011 which was held in Puecang Island 
Ujong Kulon National Park, West Java Indonesia (September 21-25). 

The symposium meeting was held 
in the tropical forest at the heart 
of the beautiful “raining city,” 
Bogor.  Experts from the academe 
and research insitutions as well 
as honey-based community 
organizations from India, Vietnam, 
Thailand, Philippine, Cambodia, 
Malaysia and Indonesia were 
present in the symposium. 

The symposium kick-started with 
the welcoming remarks by JMHI 
Coordinator, Valentinus Heri, and 
Senior Bee Researcher, Soesilawati 
Hadisoesilo who expressed her 
heart-felt to support to JMHI. The 
symposium was an exchange of 
knowledge on the benefits and 
use of forest honey bee to human 
life.

Presentations on the benefits to 
private sectors and businesses of 
forest honey research specifically 
on health resulted to a number 
of interesting insights from the 

participants.
Pandurang Hedge from India 

presented on honey laundering, 
which is probably one of the 
biggest problems the honey 
industry has been facing. He 
explained that currently, a large 
percentage of the honey products 
in the market is not pure anymore 
due to black marketers mixing 
honey with other substance such 
as sugar and water and labelling 
it as first class pure honey. Such is 
the common case where  honey 
bought by China from other 
countries in Asia are “processed” 
and distributed to Europe 
and America. More strangely, 
Singapore in 2002 exported 1500 
tons of honey to Australia, despite 
the known fact that Singapore is 
not a honey-producing country.

Dr. Siti Amirah Sulaiman, 
Coordinator for T&CM Research 
Group School of Medical Sciences 

Health Campus, Universiti 
Sains Malaysia at Kelantan who 
researched on forest honey 
health benefits conducted a live 
demonstration on the use of honey 
for diabetic wounds treatment. 

HOW             IT IS!
Forest Honey and Health Symposium and Madhu Duniya Conference 2011 in Indonesia

2011

Indonesia Forest Honey Network (JMHI) and Non-Timber Forest Products Exchange Programme for South and Southeast Asia (NTFP-EP)
 hosted the Forest Honey  Health and Nutrition Symposium and Madhu Duniya 2011 

Forest Honey Health and Nutrition Symposium

Written by: Hermanto dan Valentinus Heri
Photographs by: Wahyu Widhi

The Forest Hoyney Health and Nutrition Symposium participants
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Wildlife is abundant in the island



HOW             IT IS! sharing - JMHI members visiting 
Vietnam to learn harvesting 
techniques, and to India for hygienic 
post-harvesting techniques. 

Followed right after the symposium 
was the Madhu Duniya conference 
which was conducted at Puecang 
Islands Ujung Kulon National Park 
in Banten West Java Indonesia. 

The participants had to travel for 
10 hours by land to Pandeglang 
and  were welcomed by a hefty 
lunch with representatives from 
local government of Pandeglang 
district. In Taman Jaya village, 
the participants were pleasantly 
surprised by the community with 
traditional dance called “debus” 
and were served young coconut. 

The morning after, the 
participants had to travel by sea 
to one of the world heritage sites, 
the Puecang Island in the Ujong 
Kulon National Park. The pristine 
beauty of the white sand beach 
and the abundance of wildlife such 
as deers, wild boars, monkeys and 
lizards were definitely conducive 
to the conference.

This meeting served as a 
medium to share experiences 
of the forest honey experts and 
honey collectors from Asia Pacific 
countries. During the meeting the 
participant from India showcased 
his tree climbing prowess by 

throwing a rope from one tree to 
another to reach the bee comb. 
The honey collector group of 
Ujung Kulon demonstrated their 
forest honey processing at the 
island.

In the evening, the participants 
held a cultural programme where 
several cultures were shown 
through  singing, dancing, poem 
reciting and a honey game whereby 
the local name of bees from 
each participanting country were 
mentioned. Keystone Foundation 
from India gave  Jenne de Beer a 
lifetime achievement award for his 
contribution to the honey industry 
in Asia.

One of the higlights of the Madhu 
Duniya Conference was during 
the signing of the Memorandum 
of Understanding between the 
forest honey collectors of Ujung 
Kulon and their facilitating 
institution Perhimpunan Hanjuang 
Mahardika Nusantara (PHMN) 
with the national park agency for 
the use and management of forest 
honey in the park area. This was a 
big leap of progress for the honey 
collectors as they were previously 
afraid of the threat of being arrested 
if they collect forest honey. Now, 
due to the legalization of honey 
collection in the abundant island, 
PMHN together with the national 
park already started conducting 
tree mapping training at Taman 
Jaya Village.

The inspiration brought about 
by the sharing of experiences 
and learnings on honey research, 
efficient harvesting techniques 
and product development has 
established many avenues for 
network building and expertise 

Madhu Duniya 2011

Bee Beats Buaya*
A demonstration of wound 
dressing with the use of 
Apis dorsata bee honey 
was given during a sympo-
sium in Bogor. The informa-
tion came in handy a few 
days later, when on Madhu 
Duniya island a boats man 
got attacked by…. a salt-
water crocodile!

OMG, the bite wounds 
were many and really 
looked bad! But lo and be-
hold, emergency doctor, 
Tonka Wisabayu, who had 
attended the Bogor demo, 
knew what do and right 
away fixed up the poor fel-
low neatly with some fresh-
ly harvested forest honey. 
The guy reportedly is doing 
well!

JdB
*Crocodile  in 

Bahasa Indonesia/Tagalog

Indian participant demonstrating his 
tree climbing skills

The Madhu Duniya 2011 participants

Curing the wound with honey

��
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Water indeed, is life. Humanity 
cannot survive without it. The role 
of forest in the water cycle and 
subsequently, in supplying water 
needs of people cannot be taken 
lightly. In fact, it is one of the most 
important ecosystem services that 
forest can provide for domestic, 
agricultural, recreational, and even 
industrial purposes. 

It is for this reason that Level 
2 Potable Water System being 
established through the Institute 
for the Development of Educational 
and Ecological Alternatives 
(IDEAS) as lead implementing 
partner, is one of the sub-projects 
under livelihood component of the 
ADVANCE REDD Project jointly 
managed by Non Timber Forest 
Products Exchange Programme 
(NTFP-EP) as project holder, with 
Nagkakaisang Tribu ng Palawan, 
Municipal  Government of Quezon, 
Fauna and Flora International (FFI), 
Environmental Legal Assistance 
Center (ELAC), and Institute for 
the Development of Educational 
and Ecological Alternatives, as 
partners with funding support 
from the European Commission 
(EU) aimed to establish forest 
governance and sustainable 
upland development in southern 
Palawan particularly in Victoria 
Anepahan Mountain Range, the 
purpose of the project is to reduce 
threats of deforestation and forest 
degradation through collaborative, 
local forest governance 
mechanisms, sustainable 
livelihood initiatives and climate 
change mitigation financing. 
The other key components of 
the project are a) collaborative 
forest governance and b) forest 
carbon and biodiversity co-
benefits assessment, monitoring, 

and exploring sustainable carbon 
financing potentials.

The beneficiaries of two (2) water 
projects (one for Quezon and one 
for Narra) are excited and place 
their hope to finally benefit from 
potable water. Currently, these two 
communities have demonstrated 
and started contributing their 
labor and other materials such as 
gravel and sand as contribution 
not only to augment the budget 
allotted from the EC funding but 
most importantly, to deepen 
a sense of ownership among 
community members to ensure 
sustainability of the system and 
the services it provides. 

To add to the EU funding, 
other sources were also generous 
to support the project. These 
include the municipal governmens 
of Quezon and Narra, and the 
Canada fund for local initiatives. 
Construction is ongoing and is 
hoped to be completed by first 
quarter of year 2012. It is then 
expected that the number of 
beneficiaries will increase from 
1,000 individuals as originally 
planned to about 1,500 to 2,000 
individuals. 

It is therefore imperative that 
the integrity of the forest be 
maintained. This can be done 
through rationale land use policy 
and plan for the forest and 
forestland followed by sound 
implementation. Good thing is that 
the local government of Quezon 
has taken the challenge to come 
up with a comprehensive Forest 
Land Use Plan in collaboration with 
the ADVANCE REDD project. 

Indeed, responsive communities 
and local government inspires as 
well as challenges us to do more.

A POWERFUL MOTIVATING 
RESOURCE FOR 
COOPERATIVE ACTION 
Written by: Roger Garinga
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The Regional Centre for 
Development Cooperation 
(RCDC), Bhubaneswar, an NTFP-
EP partner, has been facilitating 
conservation of NTFP species 
in some of its operational areas. 
Years of effort made with the local 
communities have started yielding 
good results. One main NTFP of 
focus is “amla”. Amla is  called 
Indian “Gooseberry” and often 
made into a sour-sweet candy 
popular in India.

The Muniguda region of 
Rayagada district in the state of 
Orissa once reported in the media 
on the unsustainable collection 
of amla (Emblica officinalis). 
This was done chiefly through 

indiscriminate cutting of the amla 
trees for easy collection of the 
fruit. But now, we have just the 
reverse. We see  now many of its 
villages conserving the species! 
For instance in Royalghati area the 
villagers, who used to spare only 
one or two species(like Madhuca 
indica) in shifting cultivation areas, 
have now conserved many other 
NTFP species too including amla. 
Similarly in Kutudukupa village 
the local forest is rich in amla 
trees and the adjoining exclusive 
patch of amla is well-managed by 
the community. 

RCDC’s market access 
programme strengthened such 
community initiatives because 
it fetched them a good price for 
their amla thereby convincing 
them the benefits of sustainable 
collection. The programme 
facilitated formation of a self-help 
cooperative in the area that has 
made transactions in amla as per 
the following details above:

The villagers collect amla 
fruit, boil it in a way that leaves 
almost no water to throw out(this 
is to ensure that the boiled fruit 
still retains its useful contents), 
deseed the same, and sun-dry it 
for selling. This processing fetches 
them a substantially higher price.  
The amla trees originally belonged 
to the forest areas as a part of the 
shifting cultivation system. The 

size of the patch to be used under 
hill(shifting) cultivation, would be 
dependent on the size of the 
individual family, hence bigger 
families owned bigger patches. 
Accordingly they also now own 
a larger number of amla trees in 
their patches in comparison to 
small families. Where they clear 
all other plants  in such patches 
except amla, that becomes a 
kind of exclusive patch. However, 
there is also some unconfirmed 
information suggesting some 
amla has been planted in 
plantations in the last decade by 
the Forest Department though 
old people of the concerned 
villages have not confirmed the 
same. Even if some plantations 
might have been established, 
the present scenario and practice 
rather presents a case of effective 
community conservation of natural 
forests with special care for amla 
(of course, the management of 
Madhuca indica or mahua has 
also been there since long).   

(The author acknowledges the 
contribution of his colleagues 
Manoranjan Mohanty, Deepak 
Parida, Satya Pratika, Pradeep 
Patra , Rama Duduka, Aurobindo 
Rout; of the villagers of Royalghati, 
Kutudukupa and Kutinguda; as 
well as of a former colleague 
Narayan Panigrahi, in making this 
small narrative possible.) 

CONSERVATION

ORISSA
GROWING IN

An amla tree preserved in the shifting cultivation patch of Royalghati. Photo-RCDC, Bhubaneswar
RCDC’s market access programme strengthened such community initiatives because it fetched them a good price for 
their amla thereby convincing them the benefits of sustainable collection.

 Exclusive patch of amla in the 
Kutudukupa village(Dangsorada Gram 
Panchayat, Chandrapur Block, Rayagada 
district)

Written by: Bikash Rath
Photographs by: Regional Centre for Development Corporation
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A two-day ASFN conference in 
Brunei highlighted the International 
Year of the Forests this 2011 and 
opened the discussions on the 
Role of Social Forestry in REDD+ 
and Forest Conservation.  Day two 
of the conference marked the first 
formal civil society engagement in 
the ASFN.  Civil Society participants 
were given the NGO Open 
Space to present the spectrum of 
perspectives and issues relating 
to Social Forestry, REDD+ and 
Conservation.  

Muliadi and Lee Tan of Yayasan 
Petak Danum (Water Land 
Foundation) & the Australian 
Conservation Foundation 
respectively, presented Peatland, 
REDD+ in Central Kalimantan 
and the Dayak Community. They 
highlighted the need for increased 
participation and recognition 
of land tenure in the REDD+ 
procetss in Central Kalimantan. 
This was followed by presentation 
by Mr. Kong Chay and Mr. Hean 
Bunhieng on Prey Lang Forest and 
Community providing a look on 
the issue of logging and expansion 

ASFN CONFERENCE 20�� 
THE ROLE OF SOCIAL FORESTRY 

IN REDD+ AND FOREST CONSERVATION 

of rubber plantations. ‘The Asia 
Indigenous Peoples perspective 
on Social Forestry, REDD+ and 
Conservation’ presentation 
by Ms. Kamonphan Saelee of 
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact 
underscored the need to honor 
the REDD+ Cancun Agreement, 
FPIC process and REDD+ 
safeguards regarding Indigenous 
communities.  Atty. Zelda Soriano, 
political advisor of Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia, stated that 
Greenpeace respects the REDD 
initiatives and recommendations 
on key principles that needs to be 
critically threshed out.  The NGO 
Open Space was capped by the 
presentation entitled, ‘Going Back 
To The Grassroots: SF will move 
REDD+s Forward -Enabling Forest 
Dependent Communities as Key to 
REDD+and Forest Conservation’ 
by Kapit Bisig Farmers Association 
Inc. /Regional IVA CBFM PO 
Federation President, Nely P. 
Alzula.  Ms. Alzula ended with the 
note, “We are planting trees not 
on the land but in the hearts and 
minds of peoples.”

NTFP-EP Involvement

NTFP-EP as part of the 
ASEAN-SDC Social Forestry 
and Climate Change initiative 
shared with the ASEAN 
Social Forestry Network 
representatives how NTFP-
EP aims to contribute in 
enhancing Social Forestry 
Policy and Practice under the 
Climate Change Theme.  The 
NTFP-EP further endeavors 
to enhance civil society 
engagement and facilitate 
mechanisms and initiatives 
between civil society and 
government.

The ASFN representatives 
expressed appreciation 
of NTFP-EP network and 
initiatives in the ASEAN. 
The representatives of the 
ASFN notably stated that 
the participation of NTFP-
EP and other organizations 
in the Knowledge Fair 
should be fostered as 
this builds awareness and 
supports non-timber forest 
products enterprise of forest 
communities across ASEAN 
countries. 

Written by: Joy Torres
Photographs by: Joy Torres and Sagita Arhidani
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NNTFP-EP was given opportunity 
to address the ASEAN body 
during the 33rd SOM-AMAF 
(Senior Officials Meeting - ASEAN 
Ministers In Agriculture and 
Forestry) Meeting on October 4, 
2011 and presented ‘Civil Society 
Engagements: Community 
Forestry Partnerships –Working 
Towards Building the ASEAN 
Community’.  The presentation 
highlighted Social Forestry as 
strategy in developing the ASEAN 
Forestry Sector. 

NTFP-EP received positive 
comments from ministerial 
representatives of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar and the 
Philippines. The representatives 
focused on collaborations on NTFP 
development and promotion, 
social forestry and REDD+. 

The Indonesia Ministry of 
Forestry representative expressed 
interest to work in collaboration 
with NTFP-EP on future NTFP 
development activities, especially 
an upcoming international seminar 
on bamboo and other potential 
NTFPs. 

The Malaysian representative 
was interested in learning more 
about forestry and community 
livelihood. They look forward 
to more information sharing 
particularly on the importance of 

social forestry to climate change 
and REDD+ opportunities.

Myanmar delegates would like 
to have collaboration with NTFP-
EP and extended an invitation 
for NTFP-EP to be involved in 
upcoming social forestry activities.

Director Neria Andin of the 
Forest Management Bureau, 
Philippine representative, noted 
that the government is working on 
a REDD+ strategy with CSOs. She 
emphasized that the presentation 
underscored the importance 
of “Community partnerships 
working towards building the 
ASEAN community’ and that the 
celebration of the International 
Year of the Forest (IYF) should go 
beyond 2011.

Maria Cristina Guerrero, NTFP-
EP Executive Director responded 
that th network looks forward to 
closely collaborate with Indonesia, 
Myanmar and Malaysia, especially 
in Sarawak, and the Philippine 
forestry sector.  NTFP-EP would 
strongly support respective country 
mandates to promote social 
forestry and develop NTFPs.  She 
especially noted and applauded 
the Philippine Forest Management 
Bureau for the amazing way they 
have allowed the CSOs to be 
part of the REDD+ process in the 
Philippines.

Key recommendations to 
the ASEAN members for 
consideration are:

1)  to promote coordination, 
communication 
and joint lessons 
generation, appreciation 
on governance of 
community forestry, 
forestry resources- NTFP 
utilization, REDD+ 
strategy development 
and other related 
processes,

2)  to ensure meaningful 
forest-community 
participation in key 
forest-related policy 
and decision-making 
processes at different 
levels,  

3)  to recognize, implement 
and institutionalize Free 
Prior and Informed 
Consent (FPIC) principles 
and processes,

4 ) to accelerate and 
strengthen the 
enactment and 
implementation of 
community forestry 
agreements with 
particular attention 
to securing tenure 
for forest-based 
peoples and support 
for sustainable NTFP 
use, development and 
enterprise for improved 
local livelihoods, and

5)  to adopt and implement 
social, environmental, 
and governance 
safeguards in                
REDD+ initiatives.

33RD SOM-AMAF MEETING
HITTING NEW GROUND AT THE 
HIGH LEVEL MEETING

Written by: Joy Torres
Photographs by: Joy Torres and Sagita Arhidani
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Non-Timber Forest Products Task 
Force (NTFP-TF) and partners 
have been busy in recent years, 
testing a new, cost-effective tool 
for sustainable NTFP management 
in the Philippines. 

This tool is called Participatory 
Resource Monitoring or PRM. 
‘Resource Monitoring’ is 
the systematic gathering of 
information about managed 
resources in order to determine 
whether there has been any 
change over time.  The information 
must be collected at regular 
intervals in a manner that is cost-
efficient, not overly burdensome 
and appropriate for supporting 
management objectives. This 
information is then analyzed, and 
the results are evaluated and used 
for decision-making about future 
management. 

‘Participatory Resource 
Monitoring’ means that   local 
communities who are involved 
in managing these resources 
are fully involved in planning, 
implementing, evaluating 

and responding to resource 
monitoring.

In the past decade, awareness 
of the importance and role of 
participatory resource monitoring 
(PRM) has grown significantly. A 
recent review (Guariguata and 
Evans, 2008) of participatory 
monitoring in tropical forest 
management, conducted for the 
Centre for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR), has found 
that this type of monitoring is 
increasingly assuming a central 
role in sustainable tropical forest 
management, by encouraging 
local people to record information 
about their forest, reflect upon 
it, and take management action 
in response to what they have 
learned.  The CIFOR review has 
found that monitoring is now being 
used in dozens of tropical countries, 
and for a variety of objectives, 
including biodiversity conservation 
and wildlife management, human 
wellbeing, political processes and 
institutions, ecosystem services, 
and non-timber forest product 

(NTFP) management. 
Some of the observed benefits 

of PRM, when it is properly 
conducted, include: integrating 
local knowledge into scientific 
monitoring, empowering local 
people, strengthening local 
institutions, and facilitating 
decision-making. However there 
are also some potential problems: 
PRM may not always be easy for 
communities to implement, it 
may not always gather sufficiently 
reliable information, and if too 
costly or difficult, it may not prove 
to be sustainable once external 
support is removed.

The Department of the 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) of the Philippines has been 
a pioneer in exploring the potential 
of participatory monitoring for 
national programs. Park staff from 
the Protected Areas and Wildlife 
Bureau (PAWB) have worked 
together with local communities 
for a number of years to monitor 
the biodiversity of 35 Protected 
Areas (PAs), 25 of which were 
land-based and 10 of which were 
marine. Much has been achieved, 
and much learned from this 
innovative program.

Presently, the DENR’s Forest 
Management Bureau (FMB) 
is working together with the 
University of Philippines - Los 
Banos Forestry Development 
Center (UPLB-FDC) and the NTFP 
Task Force (NTFP-TF) to examine 
whether PRM can be used as a 
tool for sustainable management 
of NTFPs in forests that are under 
community management tenures, 
such as Ancestral Domains (CADC, 
CADT) or Community-Based 
Forest Management Agreement 
(CBFMA) areas. 

This project has been initiated in 
response to concerns expressed 
by local communities and their 
supporters over the approach 
presently required by the DENR: 
namely, the use of resource 
inventory and the calculation of 
a Sustained Yield Cut (SYC) as 
the basis for management. There 
has been considerable pressure 
for a practical, affordable, and 
community-friendly alternative. 
Two possibilities are being 
examined in this project: the 
Simplified NTFP Inventory System 
(SNIS) and Participatory Resource 
Monitoring (PRM).Starting in 2009, 
these partners have worked with 
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local communities to test SNIS and 
PRM, as well as the current DENR-
required inventoryin two pilot 
project sites in Puerto Princesa 
City,Palawan and Impasugong, 
Bukidnon.  The NTFPs that are 
being focused on for this study are: 
rattan, wild honey and almaciga 
resin.

NTFP-TF has been tasked with 
leading the testing of PRM, and 
a number of exciting results have 
already been found. 

Firstly, PRM is an intrinsic part 
of the ‘adaptive management’ 
cycle of: plan the management 
activities, monitor, and evaluate 
the results in order to plan the next 
round of management activities. 
A community therefore must 
develop a plan for managing their 
NTFP resources before they can 
plan how to monitor them. This is 
one of the most interesting aspects 
of PRM – that it must operate 
hand-in-hand with management 
planning that looks not only at 
good NTFP harvesting practices, 
but also at how to promote 
adequate regeneration for future 
harvests, and how to manage the 
forest environment in general to 
support healthy NTFP resource 
populations.

When it comes to developing a 
plan for monitoring whether this 
management plan is effective, the 
communities then hold meetings 
to decide upon a set of criteria 
and indicators to monitor each of 
these resources as well as suitable 
methods for monitoring them. 

In both pilot communities, the 

criteria, or the broad categories 
of information that are to be 
monitored year after year in order 
to assess trends in NTFP resource 
sustainability, include categories 
like:
•    NTFP abundance, regeneration 

and health, 
• the existence of favorable 

environmental conditions for 
the NTFP resource, and 

• whether identified ‘good 
harvesting/other management 
practices’ were or were not 
applied.

The specific indicators that 
measure each of the above criteria 
vary with the NTFP resource, 
and also in some cases between 
communities. The favored methods 
for measuring these indicators 
seem to be records taken at the 
time of harvest, formal forest 
patrols/informal forest walks, and 
permanent plots that measure 
the annual regeneration of NTFP 
seedlings.

Once this project is completed, 

PRM will be compared to the present 
DENR inventory requirements, 
as well as the SNIS. However, 
PRM is quite different from these 
two inventory methods in that 
it is not a means of quantitative 
assessment, but a far broader 
approach to NTFP management 
by communities.  PRM and these 
two inventory methods are thus 
not directly comparable, nor are 
they necessarily incompatible with 
each other. For example, for some 
communities, or for some NTFP 
resources, PRM may include the 
use of some form of inventory.  The 
main issue to resolve at the moment 
is what approach or combination of 
approaches, is affordable, simple, 
reliable, appropriate for community 
members and appropriate for 
sustainable management of 
NTFPs.

The step that should naturally 
follow this is to push for a national 
NTFP resource management policy 
that reflects the lessons learned. 
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NTFP-EP and the Cambodia NTFP 
Working Group, with the support 
from the Creative Industries 
Support Programme – United 
Nations MDG Fund  hosted and 
organized a Stakeholder Forum 
on Sustainable & Pro-poor 
Oleoresin Industry Development 
in Cambodia on September 
23. The Forum invited various 
practitioners, experts, donors, 
government representatives and 
local communities from Preah 
Vihear and Mondulkiri provinces 
where most of the NTFPs are 
traditionally utilized for both 
subsistence and cash needs.

There were 78 participants from 
different stakeholders:  four UN 
Agencies (UNESCO, UNDP, ILO 
and FAO) as well as four  Royal 
Government Ministries (Ministry 
of Culture & Fine Arts; Ministry of 
Commerce; Ministry of Industry, 
Mines & Energy; Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) 
NGOs and other private sectors.
The Forum emphasized key 
messages among key concerned 
groups especially policy-makers, 
private sectors and the local 
communities.

Blaise Kilian, Joint Programme 
Coordinator of the CISP noted 
that “provided forest areas 
remain available and accessible 
to indigenous communities, 
resin tapping can play a strong 
role to support the RGC’s fight 

against poverty and to empower 
indigenous communities, thus 
contributing to the overall 
sustainable development of 
Cambodia.”

Cambodia is endowed with 
natural resources and the people 
of Cambodia have cultivated life 
from different ecosystem services 
and products including oleoresins. 
Dipterocarp balsams or, Choar  
Toeuk to Cambodians, is primarily 
sourced  from Chheuteal Toeuk  
(Dipterocarpus alatus) and Trach 
(Dipterocarpus intricatus) and 
commonly growing in  provinces 
of Mondulkiri and Preah Vihear.

  Femy Pinto, Cambodia Facilitator 
of NTFP-EP, stated that  “oleoresins 
is probably one of the most 
representative of all forest products 
in Cambodia of the livelihood of 
forest dependent communities: 
harvested year-round, oleoresin 
meets both subsistence and cash 
needs of these communities. It 
is also culturally significant as 
knowledge and principles in 
resin management is embedded 
in traditional and indigenous 
ecological knowledge of the 
local communities. Finally resin 
trees also determine rootedness 
of communities, especially of 
indigenous communities in 
Cambodia, to forest areas. 
The customary and economic 
importance of resin trees are 
already recognized in the Forestry 
Law and plays a prominent role, for 
example in Chapter 8, Article 29 
with the prohibition of the harvest 
or cutting of resin trees, and in 
Chapter 9, Article 40 recognizing 
the traditional user rights of 
communities, which include the 

A CLOSER LOOK AT
CAMBODIAN RESINS

right to barter or sell forest by-
products if these activities do 
not cause significant threat to the 
sustainability of the forest.”

Findings from partner institutions 
show significant potential for 
commercialization and value 
addition of Cambodian oleoresins. 
Key regional and international 
markets for oleoresins and its 
valuable by-products - hydro-
distilled essential oil and hydro-
distilled resins - are useful for 
green industries, fragrances, 
cosmeteuticals, arts and agriculture.
Research show that the demand is 
rising as markets are expanding 
along with an increase demand 
for natural, sustainable, and green 
products. Current market value of 
resins in the international market is 
$.7B in 2010, a 17% increase from 
2009.

Resin forum participants

Written by: Femy Pinto
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IMPACTS OF A
VIETNAMESE DAM 
UNDER
Written by:Vu Ngoc Long and Lam Dinh Uy
Photographs by:Center for Biodiversity and Development

Two proposed hydropower 
projects, namely Dong Nai 6 and 
Dong Nai 6A are seen to have large 
negative environmental impacts 
on Cat Tien National Park – the 
2nd biosphere reserve of Vietnam, 
Dong Nai River – the main river 
of Southeastern Vietnam, and 
indigenous groups (Chau Ma, 
M’Nong, Stieng). 

It’s said in the project’s 
Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) that the proposed reservoir 
area (137,5 ha of the core zone 
of the national park) is “poor 
forest and low in biodiversity”. 
However, the scientists of Center 

for Biodiversity and Development 
(CBD) and Vietnam Rivers Network 
(VRN) conducted a field survey and 
found an abundance of flora and 
fauna in the area, of which more 
than 30 rare species are listed 
in the Red Books of IUCN and/
or Vietnam such as Arborophila 
davidi, Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus, 
Macaca leonine, Pygathrix nigripes, 
Nomacus gabriellae, Orchidantha 
vietnamica, Mangiferae 
dongnaiense, Camellia sp., and 
others. In addition, the research 
also found severe vulnerability 
of the indigenous communities’ 
lives towards the projects since 
they heavily rely on the forests, 
especially the NTFP resources in 
the rainy season.

In the workshop on “Integrated 
Watershed Forest and River 
Basin Management” on August 
8, 2011, the scientists and nearly 
all participants also opposed 
the projects and pointed out 
many critical problems that the 
EIA voluntarily missed such as 
the changes in river water and 
ecosystem, erosion of river band, 
migratory fish, integrated impacts 
of the hydropower plants on Dong 
Nai river basin, legal aspects (Law 
on Biodiversity, Decree 49 of the 
National Assembly, International 
Commitments), etc. The workshop 
created a stir  among the public, 
media and scientific community 
about natural conservation against 
unsustainable development 
throughout Vietnam. 

However, there were also 
some contrary perspectives. 
On September 30, Vietnam 
Association for Conservation of 
Nature and Environment (VACNE) 
held another workshop and 
concluded the impacts of the 2 
projects’ implementation on Cat 
Loc rhino conservation area and 
the southern part of Cat Tien 
National Park, and Dong Nai 
River are low and acceptable. 
These conclusions have surprised 
and confused the public. After 
that, many questions remained 
regarding the workshop’s neutrality 
and fairness due to the fact that 
the session was crammed within 
a morning with the pre-prepared 
conclusions. Immediately following 
the workshop, VACNE requested 
the support to the projects by 
the government agencies, which 
would completely go against the 
purpose of this association. 

In order to find more neutral 
facts about the projects’ potential 
impacts to the downstream area 
and its millions of people, the 
People’s Committee of Dong 
Nai Province organized another 
workshop on October 26. 
Although most scientists again 
proved more specifically that 
the projects will severely affect 
the biodiversity, river flow, water 
quality, and local communities, 
the workshop couldn’t yet bring 
united perspectives among 
Vietnam’s scientific community 
and politicians.

Therefore, the struggle 
continues!

A Stieng fisherman’s family on their boat at the dam site of Dong Nai 6A

A new species of Camellia sp. Found 
in the proposed reservoir area of 

Dong Nai 6

Location of Dong Nai 6 and Dong Nai 6A



Recognizing the important role that people 
living in and around forests play in forest 
management for poverty reduction and 
environmental sustainability, RECOFTC 
conducted a study for the ASEAN Social 
Forestry Network and the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) to 
provide a general overview of social forestry 
in the ASEAN region and its potential to 
contribute to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. Special attention is given to 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. This brief summaries the findings of 
the full study The Role of Social Forestry in 
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation in 
the ASEAN Region.

Joy Torres joined NTFP-EP in 
June as the Program Officer 
for Community Forestry 
and Climate Change. Joy 
holds degrees in both 
Anthropology and Forestry 
and thus is extremely fit for 
work at EP! Joy is known 
in the office for being a 
“smiler”. Even during a 
recent ASEAN meeting 
suffering an excruciating ear-
ache, she still managed to 
show us her pearly-whites!

With Diah Sembiring 
around, the new NTFP-EP 
Indonesia office is in safe 
hands! She’s the latest to 
join the fold last October 
as the Administrative and 
Bookkeeping Staff. She has 
a track record in opening 
NGO offices so that’s why 
Panthom hired her as he 
abhors the traffic of Jakarta. 
The office is now secured 
even if he is not always 
there. Diah’s favorite fruit is 
rambutan and she ensures 
all visitors to the office a 
fresh bunch every day!

Leonard Reyes became 
part of the NTFP-EP 
family last August as 
the Communication and 
Knowledge Management 
Officer for REDD+. He may 
seem quiet and reserved 
but his social network (both 
online and offline) is very 
active! He enjoys his job as 
much as he enjoys cycling, 
music and photography. In 
his first trip to Kalimantan, 
he saw a “shadow” of 
an orangutan - of which 
everyone in the boat also 
saw!

Earl Diaz  has been helping 
out NTFP-EP with his 
artistic ideas and inputs 
even before he became 
a full-time employee. He 
has worked on the layout 
of Voices from the Forest 
19 and 20 and some other 
design needs that needed 
a little flair of creativity. 
When everyone in the 
office seems to wake up at 
the wrong side of the bed, 
Earl never fails to share the 
positive energy to anyone 
who needs it. He loves 
dogs.
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Sometimes the good solutions are simple.
A group of honey collectors from Cambodia 
who were facing difficulties in getting a fair 
price and the trust of local honey traders and 
buyers, decided to get together to create the 
first Cambodian wild honey association.

CBHE is a community based enterprise 
whose aim is to achieve sustainable income 
out of traditional forest-based livelihoods 
like wild honey collection.   CBHE also 
promotes cultural diversity and helps to keep 
Cambodia’s environment green and its forests 
protected for the communities and wild bees 
that depend on them for their survival.

 CBHE invites you to join their effort in 
promoting a green, fair and sustainable 
future for the forests, people and bees of 
Cambodia.

What’s the 
Buzz??

A Responsible 
InVEESting 
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Khmer language 

with English and 
Japanese
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Produced by:  

CBHE, NTFP-EP, Arun

Community Forestry 
and Opportunities 

for REDD in the 
ASEAN Region

Liquid resin or dipterocarp oleoresin is 
an important non-timber forest product 
(NTFP) in terms of its contribution to local 
livelihoods and also to the national economy 
of Cambodia .

Various issues related to the management 
and trade of oleoresins may be overcome 
if sustainable tapping and management 
practices are applied across the resin-
dependent forest locations in the country.

This illustrated guide was developed 
through extensive consultation among 
resin tappers from 10 communities in Preah 
ViIhear and Mondulkiri provinces. The guide 
includes traditional and adapted techniques 
to ensure sustainable resin yield and good 
resin quality. The guide is intended for us 
by community resin tappers, as well as other 
interested groups like NGOs, facilitators and 
technical service providers.

 

Guide to 
Sustainable 

Collection and 
Management 

of Dipterocarp 
Oleoresins or 

Balsams.  

Available in 
Khmer and English 

languages.


