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Acronyms
ACCSMES
AMS
ASEAN
ASFCC
AWG-SF
APFW
CBNEs
CBC
CBOs
COP
CSOs
EO
EU
EXCEED
GAGGA
ICCAs

ICRAF

ASEAN Coordinating Committee on
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
ASEAN Member States
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
ASEAN-Swiss Partnership on Social
Forestry and Climate Change
ASEAN Working Group on Social
Forestry
Asia-Pacific Forestry Week
Community-based NTFP Enterprises
Community-based conservation
Community-based organizations
Conference of the Parties
Civil society organizations
Executive order
European Union
Expanding Community Enterprises and
Economic Development
Global Alliance for Green and Gender
Action
Indigenous peoples’ and local
community conserved territories and
areas
World Agroforestry Center

IFH
PMR
LCIP
MSMEs
NDCs
NGOs
NTFPs
NTFP-EP
PGS
PRSGF
RECOFTC
REDD-plus
SCL
SEARCA

TRG
UNFCCC
WGII

Indigenous Food and Health
Indigenous Peoples Mandatory
Representative
Local communities and indigenous
peoples
Micro, small and medium enterprises
Nationally-determined contributions
Non-government organizations
Non-timber forest products
Non-Timber Forest Products –
Exchange Programme
Participatory Guarantee System
Pastor Rice Small Grants Fund
Center for People and Forests
Reducing emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation plus
Sustainable community livelihoods
Southeast Asian Regional Center
for Graduate Study and Research in
Agriculture
Tenure rights and governance
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change
Working Group on ICCAs in Indonesia
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Message from the Chairperson

Maria Teresa Guia Padilla
Chairperson
of the Board of Trustees

In 2019, NTFP-EP continued to be active in six countries, providing support to
community livelihoods, conservation and food security efforts. We have focused on
helping to strengthen community initiatives. We have also seen that our community
partners are raising their voices and carrying out many advocacies on the ground by
themselves. One example is the campaign to stop the Kaliwa Dam in the lower Sierra
Madre in the Philippines, and grassroots women campaigns to stop mining activities
or to seek redress for violations in India, Indonesia and the Philippines. Thus, NTFPEP contributed further by amplifying their voices and their advocacies at the national
level and increasingly at the regional and international levels as well. One example is
NTFP-EP’s active presence during the Asia Pacific Forestry Week (APFW), which was
held parallel to the 28th Session of the Asia Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC) held in
Incheon, Korea in June 2019.
We recognized the many challenges which our community partners faced that could
be mitigated through advocacy for relevant policies, an arena that we continued to
work on in 2019. We took particular notice in our local to national engagements that
the policies that we had hailed previously as cutting edge and progressive needed
to be held up according to their true purpose to benefit indigenous peoples and
local communities; for instance, the Philippines’ Indigenous Peoples Rights Act and
India’s Forest Rights Act. Policies on the development, trade and extraction of natural
resources are highly problematic and a number of our partners are campaigning
against the wanton extraction of their water and mineral resources for energy and
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | vii

hydropower such as in the Philippines, India and Indonesia, and the continued logging and deforestation
and land use changes for agribusinesses in Indonesia, Malaysia and Cambodia. We challenged
conservation policies and raised more awareness through the Southeast Asia ICCA Consortium and
Learning Network, and supported their local actions towards the recognition of indigenous and local
community conserved territories and areas (ICCAs or “territories of life”).
In 2019, NTFP-EP’s support to capacity enhancement expanded in scope and topics, to also go into
strategic planning, analysis, negotiation and advocacy. Our network partner such as the Civil Society Forum
in ASEAN, conducted their reflection and developed their theory of change and identified their priorities
for at least the next 3 years; and the Women in Action on Mining in Asia (WAMA), and the Southeast Asia
ICCA Consortium and Learning Network have been and continue to be active platforms for skill-shares and
exchanges to strengthen common advocacies.
In October 2019, NTFP-EP held its General Membership meeting, which we only have biennially. Here, we
not only looked back at the previous years of NTFP-EP but we also projected into the future on what we
wanted to see for NTFP-EP, as we prepare to renew our strategic plan from 2021-2030.
The area of policy advocacy needs to be strengthened, for development policies do not currently reflect or
address adequately the needs of our partners. This is especially true in relation to their rights to customary
tenure, sustainable livelihood, food, and a safe, clean and healthy environment. And we shall continue
to address gender and women’s rights, as well as on respect for culture, as crosscutting themes in our
work. In the years ahead we imagine an even greater need to expand NTFP-EP partnerships to address
the complexities and challenges in South and Southeast Asia affecting our community and civil society
partners. We are eager to tap new opportunities and to develop more innovations. And we of course shall
viii | NTFP-EP

take into account the added complexities and challenges of our work at a time of a pandemic sweeping the
world.
We thank our generous donors and program partners, SDC, IUCN-NL, SSNC, Both Ends, FCAM, Oxfam,
and we are also excited to begin a new phase of partnership with the Forest Foundation of the Philippines
and the Swedish International Agricultural Network Initiative (SIANI)/Stockholm Environmental Institute
(SEI). And we continue to be grateful to our community and civil society partners for their enthusiasm in
working together towards our shared goals.
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Who we are
About a hundred million people live in the
forests of South and Southeast Asia and they
depend on non-timber forest products (NTFPs).
People in these forests subsist from their incomes
on products they produce with NTFPs such as
furniture, honey, varnish, beeswax candles, and
herbal medicines, with most of these sold in
the urban city market. Indigenous women also
benefit from NTFPs through their creation of
NTFP-based products with cultural/traditional
and practical uses. Such products include
handwoven fabrics from abaca in the Philippines,
bags made from bemban leaves in Indonesia,
among others.
However, these forest communities often have
no access to strategic information in terms
of distributing these commodities, practical
technology that will facilitate a smoother chain
of production, and financial support that will
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make their enterprises viable and sustainable.
A few organizations then started to help by
showing the link between the sustainable use
of forest resources and economic development
for the indigenous peoples (IPs) and forest
communities. Over time, the Non-Timber Forest
Products – Exchange Programme (NTFP-EP)
organically emerged as the different groups
worked together to respond to various issues
and problems.
NTFP-EP stands as a diverse and collaborative
network of over 100 NGOs and communitybased organizations (CBOs) who all work with
forest-based communities to strengthen their
capacity in the sustainable management of
natural resources in Cambodia, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam.

What we do
For centuries, communities in the region have
been using traditional ecological systems,
knowledge, and practices to protect forestlands,
which in turn have provided them with their
basic needs. The goal is to promote forest
conservation through the empowerment
of forest-dependent communities and the
sustainable management of NTFPs.
NTFP-EP employs a participatory strategy that
helps strengthen the capacity of women and
men living in forest-based communities and their
support organizations. It serves as a platform
for information and knowledge exchange of
appropriate resource management and forestbased livelihood techniques and experiences.
Its network also provides technical support and
training, assistance in strategy formulation,
documentation of best practices and success
stories, mobilization of resources, advocacy for

local initiatives, and lobbying efforts for enabling
policies.
Its work focuses on four (4) thematic outcomes:
Community-Based Conservation (CBC),
Indigenous Food and Health (IFH), Tenure
Rights and Governance (TRG), and Sustainable
Community Livelihoods (SCL). Gender and
culture are cross-cutting concerns that are
addressed in all thematic outcomes.
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Regional Context
NTFP-EP’s role at the regional level has been
more emphasized this year in order to better
amplify the voices of indigenous and local
communities. NTFP-EP members, staff and
partners deem it useful to divide their roles more
appropriately and to make better use of their
capacities and positions locally, nationally and
beyond, to bring voices from the ground more
effectively.
The Asia Pacific Forestry Commission report from
their 28th session reflected in their conclusions
at the close of the meeting, key messages that
resonate with NTFP-EP. For example, the APFC
recommended providing greater support for
community forestry programmes and community
enterprise development, and to continue to
expand efforts to support climate change
adaptation and mitigation measures. The role
of promoting and valuing forest products and
low carbon-emitting forest-based livelihood
strategies was recognized and seen to contribute

to building resilience and addressing climate
change.
The ASEAN Member States in 2019 also began
the mid-term review of their priorities and
strategic plan of action for forestry cooperation
to 2025. Enhancing forest product trade and
forestry and agriculture contributing significantly
to addressing climate change and achieving food
security and poverty reduction come up as one
of the priorities. NTFP-EP and CSO partners are
monitoring this closely to ensure that this priority
is pushed not at the expense of indigenous
and local forest-dependent communities,
instead, trade in forestry and agriculture, serves
community needs and safeguards community
rights.
The ASEAN Swiss Partnership on Social Forestry
and Climate Change (ASFCC) in which NTFP-EP
is a partner, shall draw to a close after nine (9)
years by February 2020. This year the partnership
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 5

facilitated multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder
discussions in order to help set the scene of
the nexus of social forestry with biodiversity,
environment, climate action and food security.
We maintained clear messaging that forestry for
the benefit of people and future generations
must hold primacy.
Member States accept the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as a standard or
benchmark of sustainable development. 3 out
of the 6 countries where NTFP-EP works have
submitted national voluntary reports on their
progress towards 2030 on their contribution to
the fulfillment of the SDGs. Sustaining climate
action resonate among these countries, and
so with inclusion, sustainability, and poverty
reduction. However, Malaysia, India and Vietnam
have not submitted reports.
Besides the SDGs, the road to a new global
biodiversity framework and progress around the
global climate action agreement are relevant
to NTFP-EP’s current work and future advocacy
strategies. National governments are taking
positions about these and NTFP-EP with partners
6 | NTFP-EP

are putting more attention to the position
and claims of achievements of their national
governments. NTFP-EP and partners in networks
and as part of regional alliances are demanding
accountability and start to ask questions.
The global assessment report on biodiversity
and ecosystem service of the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 2019 further
validates the state of decline of the environment
and biodiversity globally. The message of this
widespread decline must send alarm signals,
particularly so that the drivers of this decline are
mainly anthropogenic. Furthermore, the state
of global human rights interlinks with the state
of the environment and of biodiversity. Global
Witness’ report in 2019 showed serious setbacks
on human rights conditions and the state of
security of environmental defenders with one of
our priority countries, the Philippines, ranking
second globally on the killing of environmental
defenders.
It is important to note that the drivers of attacks
against environmental defenders are the same

drivers of resources and biodiversity decline:
large scale agriculture, mining and logging –
primarily related to the loss of precious forests
and natural resources globally and in particular
happening at alarming rates in South and
Southeast Asia. NTFP-EP realizes that it must
also be ready and responsive to support and
protect partners against these real threats.
The example of Greta Thurnberg and the wave
of youth action against climate change and
demanding accountability from our governments
and calls for multilateral action have been widely
felt. We saw significant disruptions in 2019 alarming messages of global level analysis and
citizen, women and youth activism that provides
NTFP-EP and its partners with inspiration
and useful triggers to consider the strategic
importance of affecting more transformative
changes in policies and practice. The depth and
breadth of the problems of “business as usual”
will require NTFP-EP to be more innovative and
consciously transformational in its interventions
and strategies.
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Thematic
Highlights
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Community-based
Conservation
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A meeting of the minds of conservation practitioners for sustainability of NTFP resources
Traditional ecological knowledge and cultural practices are often embodied in a set of protocols established and upheld by
the community as a whole. Community-based conservation of NTFPs is contingent on this agreed upon set of rules by the
harvesters or hunters which guide them in their practices. It recognizes the role of local communities in the governance and
management of their natural resources as they ensure sustainability for the benefit of the next generations.
In September 2019, NTFP-EP brought together experts from a community of practice coming from the academe, CSOs and
forest communities to share their experiences and discuss sustainable harvesting and resource management practices of
select non-timber forest products, specifically wild honey, forest fruits and resin. Inputs from the workshop were consolidated
into Southeast Asian guidelines for sustainable harvest and resource management protocols for endorsement by the ASEAN.
The expert group workshop also became a venue to identify research gaps related to the theme. This is hoped to lead to
future action and collaboration on community-based conservation initiatives led by the NTFP-EP network.
10 | NTFP-EP

The year saw strengthened ICCA communities
in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam
and Myanmar as ICCA Consortium members and
partners expanded and supported the network
through advocacy and capacity building, such as
a national ICCA youth camp in the Philippines
for indigenous leaders. NTFP-EP’s role in the
ICCA Consortium as a regional hub for Southeast
Asia called for nurturing collaboration and
communication among partners, as well as coorganizing the global General Assembly held
in India. It updated the regional database of
ICCAs and facilitated a learning event on ICCAs
and sustainable livelihoods in the Philippines
for 12 participants from five countries. Learning
exchanges also took place virtually, the first
being a webinar in November on the experience
of Working Group on ICCAs in Indonesia (WGII)
in mapping and documenting ICCAs.

and important NTFPs, such as almaciga, sago,
gaharu, and high altitude shola species, as well
as herbs and medicinal plants. In Indonesia,
national workshops on sago and nutmeg were
conducted.
Across the region, communities were assisted in
natural resource management including harvest
protocols, and workshops were held to form
community management plans for community
forests. In Indonesia, peer reviews were held with
local stakeholders for the participatory guarantee
system (PGS) initiative for rattan. In Vietnam
and Cambodia, sustainable ecotourism projects
continued.

ICCA mapping was also done in Sarawak by
NTFP-EP Malaysia and in Palawan by NTFP-EP
Philippines. In both cases, youth engagement
led to forest rehabilitation efforts alongside
village elders. In the Philippines, Malaysia and
India, reforestation was focused on native trees
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 11
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Food & Health

© Robin Bustamante, NTFP-EP Asia

Where the wild foods are
Forests are food baskets – they are where wild foods are. Indigenous peoples and local communities have been
sourcing food from the forest since time immemorial and their diets and well-being are dependent on these
important food sources.
After years of research, community consultations and field validation, NTFP-EP published a book on wild foods,
including their collection and preparation, highlighting their cultural and spiritual values to indigenous peoples.
The book Wild Tastes in Asia: Coming Home to the Forest for Food by Madhu Ramnath and Dr. Ramon Razal
provides a glimpse of the diet of indigenous peoples and local communities in South and Southeast Asia such
as fruits, fungi, leaves, fish and insects. A milestone for the work of NTFP-EP on indigenous foods through the
years, this seminal book was launched in October and opens up the discussion on the future of wild foods in a
period of massive environmental degradation. It brings the message that future food security depends on “a
good understanding of how indigenous communities sustain their wild food sources.”
12 | NTFP-EP

Across the region, forest rehabilitation was
focused on important NTFP species, as well as
cultivation of forest crops and vegetables, not
just for food security but also to supply various
community-based enterprises.
With support from the Swedish International
Agriculture Network Initiative (SIANI), NTFPEP formed an Expert Group on Wild Foods,
Biodiversity and Livelihood to bridge the gap in
understanding of the public and policy makers in
the link between the state of forest foods and the
state of the environment.
A documentary film on rotational farming of the
Karen peoples in northern Thailand was shot to
support sustainable traditional farming practices.

and honey types, the conference called for
appropriate evaluations of Asian forest honey.
It raised awareness on the importance of
multi-stakeholder partnerships and the role of
communities in the conservation of native bees.
Honey and floral samples from the conference
were collected and tested for pollen and
moisture content. This, together with related
research done in India where 21 honey samples
from four bee species were tested for their
physical and chemical parameters, will contribute
to the development of a Pollen Atlas for South
and Southeast Asia that is envisaged in the
future.

The 4th Madhu Duniya and Scientific Panel,
a gathering of Asian honey hunters, local
groups, researchers and bee enthusiasts, was
organized in the Philippines in October and
attended by 94 participants from 10 countries.
Madhu Duniya 2019’s theme focused on
conservation and characterization of Asian
forest honey. Highlighting the diversity of bees
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 13

Sustainable
Community
Livelihoods
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Under the CANopy: An Eco-Market Space for Community Enterprise Advocacy
Aside from the main and partner events, NTFP-EP also collaborated with the Environmental Science for Social
Change (ESSC), International Forestry Students Association (IFSA) and the FAO in organizing key activities
in the CANopy. The CANopy was a communication, networking and eco-market space set up in the APFW
exhibition hall that showcased community enterprise products and relevant community knowledge materials.
The space enabled facilitation of lightning sessions with particular focus on current initiatives or work of different
organizations, including their products and enterprises. It also had the forest spa experience, a forest flash mob,
and the wild bar and kitchen showcasing community-based NTFP food and drinks. The place became a hub for
NTFP-EP partners as well as APFW delegates to meet, discuss and network.
14 | NTFP-EP

NTFP-EP’s Forest Harvest Collective Mark (FHCM)
certification program piloted in Sumbawa,
Indonesia with the Jaringan Madu Hutan
Sumbawa (JMHS) in 2017 continued its process.
FHCM aims to highlight the forest source and
sustainability of products coming from community
partners of the NTFP-EP network like JMHS. After
a 2nd round of verification, JMHS upgraded its
processing facility as one of the recommendations
to meet the FHCM standard. NTFP-EP continued
to explore a regional market for future Forest
Harvest certified products from the NTFP-EP
network. Meanwhile, FHCM was registered with
the Intellectual Property Office in the Philippines.
FHCM shall cover all non-timber forest products
that are harvested from the forests, whether from
the wild or already domesticated sources.
NTFP-EP had a strong presence at the 4th
Asia Pacific Forestry Week (APFW) held in
Incheon Republic of Korea from June 17-21.
As a co-stream leader for Stream 4 (Promoting
Responsible Trade and Markets), NTFP-EP
helped in developing the overall programme. It
took a lead role in organizing the main plenary
session of the Stream (Situation and Trends on

Forest Products Trade) and a partner event on
Ensuring Quality and Value through empowering
Community Forestry Enterprises initiatives
in Asia and the Pacific Region. Partners from
the Philippines, India, Lao PDR and Thailand
showcased key examples and models of good
practices in engaging and supporting community
based enterprises that imbibe sustainability and
fair trade principles, and collective marketing
strategies.
NTFP-EP also collaborated with Environmental
Science for Social Change (ESSC), International
Forestry Students Association (IFSA) and the
FAO in organizing key activities in the CANopy.
The CANopy was a communication, networking
and eco-market space set up in the APFW
exhibition hall that showcased community
enterprise products and relevant community
knowledge materials, forest spa experience,
lightning sessions with particular focus on
current initiatives/work of different organizations,
including their products and enterprises, forest
flash mob, and wild bar and kitchen. The place
became a hub for APFW delegates and NTFP-EP
partners to meet, discuss and network.
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 15

Tenure
Rights and
Governance
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Bringing civil society’s experiences and recommendations beyond existing platforms and networks
NTFP-EP, through the ASEAN Swiss Partnership for Social Forestry and Climate Change (ASFCC), sustained its
commitment to convene the Civil Society Organizations Forum on Social Forestry in ASEAN (CSO Forum), and
continuously provided a safe space and supportive platform for civil society to distill knowledge and develop
recommendations from the CSOs through policy dialogues and knowledge exchanges.
This year, key messages and recommendations from the ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry (AWGSF)
were carried to the Asia Pacific Forestry Week (APFW) 2019 in Incheon, South Korea. Going beyond its existing
platform in ASEAN, the network underscored the importance of civil society’s meaningful engagement in
forest governance, including the role of women, in ensuring a favorable environment for community forestry
enterprises and bridging the gap between timber and non-timber forest products discussion. The CSOs felt
more value in what they have been discussing internally in ASEAN and this provided a significant boost in their
confidence to continue the process as they witnessed their messages being re-echoed by other civil society
organizations and networks outside the region.
16 | NTFP-EP

Recognized for its work on NTFP policy, the
organization was recommended to initiate the
development of an ASEAN guidelines for the
sustainable harvest and management of NTFPs
after it had presented the initial results of its
NTFP Standards Gap Analysis. Alliances and
partnerships have expanded beyond existing
partners, with an invitation by the Mekong
Regional Land Governance (MRLG) to be part
of the Regional Customary Tenure alliance.
Strategic engagements with the ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) for the ASEAN
Heritage Parks Congress continued, as well as
collaboration on cross-country learning visits with
the NGO Forum in Cambodia and Philippine
CSOs.

the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) 24th meeting of the
Conference of Parties (COP24) in Katowice, and
continued on the mechanisms in which CSOs can
actively participate in COP25 in Spain.

Sustaining its knowledge sharing and capacity
building role, NTFP-EP facilitated several
multimedia discussions through the HIVE
Webinar platform. HIVE featured interactive
discussions among civil society, local
communities and indigenous peoples involved
in negotiating in the Paris rulebook and the
Local Communities an Indigenous Peoples (LCIP)
platform on the lessons and key messages from
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 17

Gender and
Culture
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Women empowerment for protection and conservation of ancestral mountains
In the Higaunon territory in Northern Mindanao,
Philippines, a group of active women is leading the
protection and conservation of flora and fauna using
their cultural traditions and knowledge on natural
resource management. Living around the sacred
mountains of Balatukan, Sumagaya and Lumot, the
women of MAMACILA stand firm to defend their
forest from migrants’ encroachment including big
destructive logging projects. MAMACILA’s initial
support from PRSGF-GAGGA grants in 2018 enabled
them to participate in the management and protection
of their ancestral domain. Since then, sustained efforts
have resulted in engaging more women and youth in
18 | NTFP-EP

adjacent villages to assert their rights as indigenous
peoples. They have also engaged in reforestation and
NTFP-based livelihoods through support from NTFPEP Philippines.
Erlinda Malo-ay, MAMACILA chairperson, says, “the
project enhanced our capabilities and responsibilities
as women to protect and manage our resources. Our
local government appreciates us and recognizes the
contribution of our group. They even helped us access
a government livelihood program and picked some
of us to be included among the Bantay Gubat (Forest
Watch) volunteers.”

NTFP-EP Asia continued its efforts to integrate
gender and culture as cross-cutting thematic
concerns in 2019, both internally and through its
communities and partners. At the Regional Staff
Meeting (RSM), there was increased awareness
and understanding on gender indicators by 25
attendees (70% women) from six countries. There
were country-specific initiatives that provided
a venue for self-learning and review on gender
issues. Those initiatives included a gender
assessment workshop for Indonesia staff and
a learning session on NTFP-EP Asia’s gender
mainstreaming process during the staff planning
in Cambodia.
There was improved delivery and increased
level of direct support to communities that
implemented practical and strategic projects
on women’s empowerment and environmental
justice. The Pastor Rice Small Grant Fund
(PRSGF) and the Global Alliance for Green and
Gender Action (GAGGA) funded 30 projects in
Cambodia, Indonesia and the Philippines. These
included grassroots and strategic initiatives,
individual urgent actions and travel grants. The
GAGGA fund facility also supported capacity

building of grantees and advocacies on women’s
rights. In September, indigenous community
leaders, mostly women, learned to digitally
document their stories using digital technology
through a workshop held in the Philippines. This
produced more than 20 stories of community
projects, some launched online on Facebook.
GAGGA also supported Women in Action on
Mining in Asia (WAMA) to produce and publish
the “Resource Guide for Monitoring Extractives
for Women Environmental and Human Rights
Defenders (WEHRDs)”. The resource guide
was launched at the UN Forum on Business
and Human Rights, where WAMA released
a statement demanding global, state and
corporate accountability for violations against
women, children and Mother Earth.
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The country’s community forests remain
under threat from encroachment and conflicts
with land concessions despite the patrolling
and confiscating activities of communities
and government staff. There are also other
communities who are not members of
Community Forestry who destroy the forests
with unsustainable practices. The weak
implementation of forestry and natural resource
management laws has been challenging, and
management mechanisms for Community
Forestry that have already been developed still
lack functionality.
The Partners for Forestry and Fisheries (PaFF)
project of NTFP-EP in Cambodia has continued
building capacity of communities on natural
resources management through sustainable
harvesting protocols as well as processing of raw
materials for enterprise.
A CSO courtesy call with the Ministry of Interior
resulted in recommendations of amendments to
three laws being adopted by its senior official.
In particular, challenges and gaps in the NTFP
policy were raised at the 2nd National Forum on

NTFPs and the Cambodia NTFP Working Group
(CNWG) meeting, and brought to the attention
of government officials. In Preah Vihear province,
efforts to overcome unsustainable harvesting of
talipot palm were made through partnerships
with local organizations and the technical
departments of government ministries, with the
intention of harmonizing talipot harvesting plans
with Community Forestry management. This year,
28 community-based enterprises were supported
in five provinces, including 14 honey groups,
5 talipot processing groups, 6 communitybased ecotourism, and 3 fish sauce processing
groups, benefitting a total of 709 households.
This brings the total beneficiaries of the PaFF
programme to 5,452 individuals, 2,549 of whom
are female. Support included improvement of
ecotourism marketing and promotion, harvest
protocols of sustainable honey collection,
chopstick production and marketing, and
product branding. These enterprise groups have
their own specific challenges, for example, for
the honey collectors, the country faced a long
drought which resulted in less honey that could
be harvested; outsiders are cutting talipot in an
unsustainable way; and there are less tourists
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 23

as there is no boat access to the tourist sites.
Despite this, the total amount of sales from
the enterprises totaled $90,477.03. The honey
group gathered $45,192.78 in sales while the
ecotourism sites totaled $41,147.45, the talipot
chopsticks $3,516.42, and fish sauce processing
$620.39.
Organizationally, a mid-year programme
reflection was held among staff and a board of
trustee which provided a venue for assessing
and strategizing their gender-related initiatives.
They identified the gap mostly in education and
leadership capacity at the community level, while
at the national level women tend not to prefer
traveling or doing field work. It was agreed that
gender should be mainstreamed not only among
staff but also at the community level. Women
should be empowered to take lead roles in the
community and have representation in decisionmaking. Respect for traditional culture has also
been integrated in the organization’s work at all
levels.

24 | NTFP-EP
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7

multi-stakeholder platforms
used for advocacy

3

NTFP-related laws
lobbied for amendments

28

community-based enterprises

$90,477 in total sales from enterprises
5,452 individuals from 709 households
benefited
(2,549 female, 2,903 male)

2

indigenous peoples groups assisted
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NTFP-EP India has had to work in a context
where “development” logic dilutes
environmental legislations and violates laws,
favoring coal mines and palm oil plantations. The
poor implementation of the Minimum Support
Price for NTFPs and the Forest Rights Act as well
as the increased number of Protected Areas that
ban access into forest lands have been difficult
for indigenous communities, and migration to
urban areas continues to increase. This causes
gaps in intergenerational transfer of traditional
knowledge and mismanagement of gram sabhas
or village councils.
Forest conservation and cultural preservation
initiatives have been implemented in over 1,162
villages by 13 members of NTFP-EP India. These
include a Peoples Forestry School to transfer
traditional knowledge across generations, studies
on key plant species, stopping of burning during
mahua and tendu leaf season, wetland and water
body restoration, development of conservation
agreements with indigenous communities,
adoption of sustainable harvest protocols for
different NTFPs, control over forest fires, soil and
water conservation, identification of areas for

grazing within community forests, and wild food
restoration. Sacred grove protection continued,
with Lok Panchayat doing conservation work in
five villages and LEAF doing restoration work in
10. Communities continue their forest protection
through their traditional guarding method.
Extensive work has been done on nursery
establishment, seed banking, seed exchanges,
and planting of NTFP species, particularly food
and medicinal plants. Among the NTFP-EP India
members, a total of 145,620 seedlings have been
planted, while 641,051 more are in nurseries.
Some of the members have established
nurseries of up to 11,000 species of NTFPs. Lok
Panchayat worked with women on crop diversity
conservation, establishing five seed banks that
have exchanged 200 varieties of 120 different
crops. Communities of Kovel Foundation,
Samarthak Samiti, Keystone Foundation
and LEAF also participated in collection and
exchange of indigenous seeds, with Kovel
organizing an indigenous seed festival.
Apart from forest restoration and food security,
members have increasingly focused on health
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and nutrition so there have been more vegetable
gardens and traditional medicine initiatives.
There have been health-related interventions
for 81 households and a nutrition plan in 34
households by Keystone, including an adolescent
health meeting with 160 people. Kovel has been
working with traditional health practitioners
to capacitate them with a focus on conserving
traditional medicine resources, as well as on an
agro-forestry model that uses 75% cash crops
and 25% food crops to ensure food security
and income. In Bastar, awareness building for
15 villages have increased consumption of wild
foods, and seed kits have been distributed.
Prakruti organized a tuber fair to create
awareness on the qualities and use of tubers as
food.
Work on honey continued among NTFP-EP India
members, with Lok Panchayat training the youth
from 10 villages on sustainable honey harvesting
and Prakruti on beekeeping, as well as a honey
festival. Trainings on sustainable harvest of other
NTFPs were conducted, as well as on product
processing and NTFP-based entrepreneurship.
Twenty women were supported to attend a
28 | NTFP-EP

Mahua product training, and two women for
Mahua flower product development. Other
NTFPs used in supported enterprises include
tamarind, bal-hirda, wild mango, sal, bamboo,
amla, mushroom, and many other wild food
species. A farmers group was also assisted with
their production and sales of an indigenous
variety of rice. Kovel Foundation conducted
studies on gender roles in the collection of gum
karaya and tamarind.
Indigenous families and communities have been
supported across the network in preparing and
securing their Community Forest Rights claims.
Across the network, 47,418 individual rights
claims and 1,123 community forest rights claims
have been secured, with many more filed and
awaiting decisions. Communities are also being
assisted in the development of their conservation
and management plans that are required for
these claims. Awareness raising continues
for important issues and laws relevant to the
indigenous peoples.

© Madhu Ramnath, NTFP-EP India

13

members across the country

786,671 seedlings planted and
in nurseries

47,418 individual rights claimed
1,123 community forest rights
claimed

388 enterprise groups
123,859 direct beneficiaries
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In natural resource governance, Indonesia
has seen increasing roles of the military and
the police in civilian institutions, enhancing
the security approach more prominently than
democracy in the policy process. Reforms in
the security and police sectors that have failed
include military and police businesses that have
not been removed. It is presumed that many
active and retired officers are involved in the
extractive industry both legally and illegally.
There is also an increasing threat to activists,
in particular the Environmental Human Rights
Defenders (EHRD).
The Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MoEF)
has also been getting sensitive to the critical
inputs of CSOs particularly when it is related to
the social forestry programme. This is evident
during public consultations of NGOs on the
formalization of community based forest tenure,
and the work on indicative maps of social forestry
criteria.
In this context, this year has seen NTFP-EP
Indonesia working on improving livelihoods
through developing community based

enterprise, increasing inclusivity and sustainable
governance of forested landscapes and
strengthening CSOs both in the local and
national level.
The organization has successfully collaborated
with its partners in implementing various
projects, with a focus on Lariang landscape in
Central Sulawesi province despite the challenges
brought about in this area by the earthquake,
tsunami and liquefaction disaster. There are
issues with the handling of refugees, and the
survivors are still threatened by flooding. In this
landscape, NTFP-EP Indonesia has long been
successfully promoting and facilitating the
development of markets for local, sustainably
produced forest products. Over time it has
been able to quantify increased incomes in the
communities across the landscape resulting from
these efforts.
Through the Green Livelihoods Programme,
NTFP-EP has worked in Sigi and Poso districts
where it has seen household incomes increase
by 20 to 40%. The average home income
from non-timber forest products used to be
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around 600,000 rupiah (€43), mostly based on
marketing woven pandanus mats and rattan
baskets. Through various trainings to improve
product quality, market expansion and product
development, average household incomes have
now increased up to 800,000-1,000,000 rupiah
(€55-69).
Among its notable initiatives at the national level
is leading the consortium of CSOs in holding the
3rd Panen Raya Nusantara (PARARA) festival, an
annual lobbying and enterprise platform that
promotes sustainable indigenous livelihoods
and agriculture throughout the country. This
year, the PARARA consortium launched the
PARARA Indonesian Ethical Store (PIES), a huge
accomplishment in supporting local community
livelihoods.
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15
12,753
13

indigenous communities
supported
hectares of forest under
community conservation assisted
NTFPs used for enterprises

46 community-based enterprises
established

20-40% increase in average household

income in communities in 2 districts

7

multi-stakeholder platforms used
for advocacy
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A Federal Court ruling in 2016 established that
indigenous peoples who have not secured titles
over their lands under native customary rights
(NCR) have no rights to their land if commercial
licenses have been granted, and can only be
compensated at low rates. Consequently, the
Sarawak Land Code was amended to entitle
indigenous peoples to only a thousand hectares
of NCR land if they agree to have their village
perimeter surveyed, otherwise they have no
rights to these lands at all. Despite the new
federal government’s reform efforts in Malaysia
since 2018, native communities in Sarawak
remain powerless as land tenure and livelihoods
still fall under the state government, which
continues to favor large logging, oil palm and
pulp paper plantation companies.
The Penan community of Long Jaik, who lost
their land case in 2016 has refiled their case
under a different section of the law pertaining
to boundaries. The community of Long
Selulong, meanwhile, continues to engage
with companies in the vicinity of their NCR to
halt further encroachment by claiming fruit and
other food resources in the forests that they rely

upon. They finished their native land boundary
map which also marked their ICCAs, a crucial
tool to empower community members against
encroachment. However, as with other native
communities throughout the state, their situation
remains tenuous.
The focus of NTFP-EP Malaysia’s work has
been on these two villages, as well as support
to neighboring villages. After participatory
community assessments, it prioritized
its interventions into exploring previous
forest rehabilitation achievements and the
establishment of agriculture to support food
security and community-based NTFP enterprises
development.
Four workshops and one study tour were held,
focusing on stingless bee farming and the
cultivation of coffee, wet rice, vegetables, ginger,
cassava and corn. Nurseries were set up for
coffee with 800 seedlings as well as for ginger,
cassava, corn, and vegetables. The cassava plots
were expanded to supply viable enterprises
based on processed cassava products. A
grinding machine for cassava was installed and
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a hut built to house it. The cassava nurseries in
deforested areas had limited success and had to
be relocated due to monkey invasions because
they had no more food resources from the forest.
Assistance was also given in improving
community forest resource management
including rehabilitation. A nursery was also set up
for wildlings of native wood trees such as Kapor
and Meranti for replanting.
While the youth were the primary target for these
initiatives, some seemed less interested while
many did not stay long enough in the village to
care for the gardens as deforestation has forced
them to move to towns to find paid work. There
is increasingly a general reluctance to engage in
community work unless there is direct financial
gain.
The enterprise programme has ensured gender
balance in country initiatives, particularly as
more women were involved in the cultivation,
processing and marketing. The women’s weaving
group Peng Menaget Urip Asen (PMUA) had
to diversify into food production, as orders
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for handicrafts became infrequent after they
could not meet orders and customers had to
cancel because the women have a different
understanding of time. Despite this, meetings
were still held regularly and new patterns and
style were discussed as a marketing approach for
their traditional rattan bracelets. A family day was
organized to build solidarity.
Work on wild foods continued with the elders
to prepare publications on sago and other food
harvesting practices of the Penan, the process
of sago starch production, various tools used
including the process of machete making, and
the dyeing of rattan and weaving into baskets.
They want to document these traditions and
skills as they are dying out as forest resources
diminish.

© Earl Paulo Diaz

7
30
3
136

partners and platforms
collaborated with
hectares of forests being
rehabilitated
important forest tree species
replanted
households from 8 communities
benefited

€1,000 generated in sales from

community-based enterprises
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The year 2019 was very challenging because
of issues that threatened forests and the very
lives and livelihoods of indigenous peoples,
foremost of which is the enactment of a law
against communists and armed conflicts. IPs are
believed to be lured into insurgency operations
thus movement of communities and staff have
been limited. Permission is needed to go into the
forest, and NTFP-EP and its partners have not
been spared from red-tagging, or being labeled
as communist.
NTFP-EP Philippines assisted a Higaonon
community partner in Bukidnon in their
declaration of 10,863.12 hectares of their
forested landscape as Patagonan daw Bahawbahaw, their ICCA. This has been registered
in the ICCA Registry under the United Nations
Environment Programme – World Conservation
Monitoring Center (UNEP-WCMC). The Pala’wan
communities of Amas and Saraza in Brooke’s
Point, Palawan have also declared around 5,000
hectares of their ancestral domain as ICCA.
In Rizal, Quezon and Palawan provinces, partner
indigenous communities established their

nurseries after trainings on rainforestatation,
a system of reforestation using native species.
Most of these are almaciga (resin) seedlings, and
some have already been outplanted. Through
the assistance of Philippine Fiber Development
Authority (PhilFIDA), one community was able to
establish two new pineapple farms in 10,000 sqm.
Sustainable harvesting protocols for bamboo and
cinnamon have been established with partner
communities, while resource management plans
are being continuously updated.
Advocacy work this year focused on the lobby
against Kaliwa Dam, a dialogue with the
Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) Region 10 on the road construction in
the ancestral domain of the Higaonon without
benefit of Free and Prior Informed Consent
(FPIC), information-education sessions to make
IPs aware of the issues surrounding the division
of Palawan into three provinces, and oil palm
plantations in the Kalanawan ancestral domain in
Bukidnon.
Together with the Philippine ICCA Working
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Group, NTFP has been lobbying for the passage
of an ICCA Bill. It has also been assisting
communities in securing their resource use
permit for almaciga, but only one permit has
been approved for the year.
Continuous assistance was given to communities
in the formulation of their ancestral domain plans
and their inclusion in municipal comprehensive
land use plans.
NTFP-EP Philippines has been supporting 43
community-based enterprises and four local
marketing centers, with a total of 1,091 direct
beneficiaries (563 women, 555 men) and total
sales of €120,321. CustomMade Crafts Center
(CMCC), the national marketing arm, had
sales of €83,075. Trainings and mentoring on
business planning, organizational development,
marketing, product development, total quality
management, bookkeeping and financial
management were conducted for the partner
community enterprises. They participated in
various local trade fairs, while several partners
attended the National Arts and Crafts Fair in
October. In the same month, the Philippine
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Forest Honey Network (PFHN) hosted the Mahdu
Duniya, the largest gathering of Asian forest
honey producers, scientists, supporters and
private sector players.
Twenty-eight Schools of Living Tradition (SLT),
community-managed centers of learning
wherein cultural masters impart indigenous arts,
crafts and traditions to their youth, are being
assisted throughout the country. A woman’s
group in Brooke’s Point continues to be the
voice of women in issues related to mining and
the division of Palawan. They have attended
trainings on gender, livelihoods, leadership and
rainforestation. The IP women’s group of Sierra
Madre re-established their organization as they
expanded their role from ICCA declaration to all
issues facing their ancestral domains, including
the Kaliwa Dam. An IP youth group in Palawan
providing information to community members
on issues affecting them continued to expand its
membership, strengthen its organization and cohost the weekly radio program of NTFP-EP.

© Norlita Colili, NTFP-EP Philippines

453,789.50 total hectares under community
management supported

15,863.12 total hectares declared ICCAs
of 3 communities

371

hectares of forest under
rehabilitation

28

Schools of Living Tradition
supported

43

community-based enterprises
sustained

€203,397.15 total sales generated from

enterprises
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105
11

communities supported
indigenous peoples groups

320 forest species documented
10 community-based enterprises
sustained

600 individuals benefited

(330 women, 270 men)

$50,000 annual sales generated
from enterprises
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NTFP-EP Vietnam has been building up their capacity
to establish a network in the country to connect the
grassroots to the national level by building capacity of
staff, partners and young leaders from communities.
It formulated their three-year overall goal, which is
to improve livelihoods of ethnic minorities in the
country through the enhancement of the value of
NTFPs and the promotion of indigenous knowledge
and culture. For 2019, they worked with 12 CSOs and
research partners and connected with 105 indigenous
communities.
A capacity building workshop for young leaders to
develop and manage their natural resources and to
facilitate activities in their communities was held.
This resulted in one young leader to already initiate
mushroom development in his community.
In Nui Chua National Park, work was done on
supporting and promoting a mechanism of
sustainable ecotourism development linked with
community livelihood improvement including the
development of NTFP-based social enterprises. In An
Toan Nature Reserve where work on honey enterprise
started a few years ago, a brand name for the honey
product has been developed and a honey harvesting

protocol established with the Bana people.
A total of 10 producer and enterprise groups were
supported, with a total sales of $50,000. NTFPs used
for enterprises were honey, mushroom, hazel sterculia,
velvet tamarind and other wild foods.
Documenting NTFPs and developing an NTFP
database system is still a priority of NTFP-EP Vietnam,
and they have developed a unified, scientific database
at the community level to collect data on plant and
animal species. A monitoring system for priority NTFP
species was subsequently prepared. Publications
were also given importance, with two books out.
One is an introduction to the medicinal plants of Dak
Nong province, which records the local knowledge
of Mnong people in the use of 150 medicinal plant
resources, especially that of the women. The other is a
book on useful plants in Khanh Hoa province, showing
the extensive knowledge of the Raglay people in
using their natural resources.
ICCA initiatives have expanded up to 12 provinces
and more than 10 ethnic minority groups such as the
Raglay, K’Ho, Khmer, Bana, Cham, S’Tieng, Clin, Lach,
M’Nong, and E De.
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Organizational
Highlights
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Human Resources and
Capacity Development
For efficient regional coordination, NTFPEP Asia organizes annual activities to gather
representatives from country offices to share,
interact and plan collaborative projects together.
One such event was the Regional Staff Meeting
(RSM) held last March 5 to 8 at Berastagi,
North Sumatra, Indonesia. The RSM provided
learning on various environmental strategies
implemented in different countries to twentyfive (25) attendees, of whom 70% were women.
Aside from planning collaborative activities the
participants discussed, finalized and approved
the initial draft of NTFP-EP’s Code of Conduct.
Part of the capacity-enhancement segment of
the RSM was about setting gender indicators
and the linking of food security and conservation
with indigenous health. For a hands-on practical
learning on agroforestry, participants visited the
Aren Center and Villa Arenku, an agroforestry
training and nursery center for sugar palm trees.
Two (2) staff who resigned in the regional

office during the 2nd quarter of the year were
Tanya Conlu, the Conservation and Resource
Management Coordinator and ICCA Southeast
Asia Regional Coordinator; and Earl Diaz, the
Communication and Knowledge Management
Officer. During the 3rd quarter, two (2) new
staff were hired - Diana San Jose, Programme
Officer for Conservation and Indigenous
Food and Health, and Jon Robin Bustamante,
Communications and Knowledge Management
Officer. In September, Amy Maling took on the
role of ICCA Regional Coordinator for Southeast
Asia.
After successive staff resignation and
management turnover in NTFP-EP Cambodia,
NTFP-EP Asia had to step in and provide
management and operational support for at
least 6 months until the new staff came in. The
resignations during the 1st quarter of 2019
came after an anonymous letter was received
by the NTFP-EP Asia Executive Director in
December 2018 detailing staff complaints
against the Cambodia Management Team.
The immediate course of action was to setup an Investigative Committee (IC) to review
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the issues and recommend ways to address
them. The IC consisted of 6 people, 3 Asia and
Philippine office staff and 3 Cambodians, who
were non-staff but familiar with NTFP-EP work
in Cambodia and respected in their line of
work. The IC conducted online interviews of all
staff and selected former staff of the Cambodia
office. The IC presented their findings and
recommendations to the NTFP-EP Asia board
and management. The Asia office day-to-day
management of Cambodia office continued
until the members of the CMT were hired
during the third quarter of 2019. Asia’s financial
management and HR support work continued in
a lesser scale until the last quarter of 2019.

Governance and
Management
Several meetings were organized in 2019
that reactivated NTFP-EP Asia Members and
enhanced pro-active support from the Board of
Trustees and Executive Committee (Execom). In
those meetings, the following documents and
concerns were approved, among others:
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- Membership Charter
- New members that included six (6)
organizational members, the NTFP-EP network
country offices - Cambodia, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam
- Extension of the terms of office of the Board of
Trustees until the next Membership Meeting in
2021
- Code of Conduct
- Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation
and By-Laws
The Trustees and its Executive Committee
(Execom consisting of the Chair, Vice-Chair,
Treasurer and Secretary) met in March, May,
September and October 2019. There were two
(2) meetings involving the members, the special
membership meeting in September and the 25
October General Membership meeting.
The NTFP-EP General Assembly meeting
gathered the largest turnout of members
since its registration in 2004. A total of 16 out
of the total 23 members attended. With the
resignation of two (2) members at this meeting,

the membership was reduced to 21. One of
the resigned members was also a Trustee, Ms.
Doris Capistrano, an Advisor to the ASEANSwiss Partnership on Social Forestry and Climate
Change. The election of a trustee to fill such
vacancy in the board has yet to be tackled
in detail in another meeting. Under existing
Philippine laws, this vacancy needs to be filled by
a Filipino citizen.

as on Membership and Partnership, Programme
and Policy, whose first assignment is to advise
the Strategic Planning process, and Research,
in addition to the existing Executive, Audit, and
Fundraising Committees.

The membership meeting also approved the
extension of the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan (SP)
until 2020. Members had a brief exercise, the
World Cafe, where they shared their inputs for
a 10-year plan from 2021. Further discussions
on the strategy will also include a more detailed
operational plan for 2 to 5 years. Other approvals
at this meeting included the NTFP-EP Code of
Conduct and the extension of terms of office of
the Board of Trustees.

Continuing the direction to have a thematic focus
in its newsletters, the 35th issue of Voices from
the Forest focused on community and issues
of tenure rights. The HIVE E-learning platform
hosted the 2nd part of a webinar series on
“Operationalizing the Paris Agreement” for the
CSO Forum in ASEAN. The Philippines hosted a
regional learning exchange on ICCA Sustainable
Livelihoods that happened in May with 12
participants from 5 countries.

At the 26 October meeting of the Trustees,
different country heads who represent the
new organizational members were present
and volunteered to be part of the different
committees. New committees were formed such

NTFP-EP participated in the Asia-Pacific Forestry
Week in June as a co-sponsor in Stream 4
“Promoting responsible trade and markets”
that comprised 10 events. There was also the
CANopy Room (culture and networking space)

Communication &
Knowledge Management
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which allowed the participants to meet, hang
out, and get inspired by the daily themed forestfriendly lifestyles, while taking a break from the
different workshops and meetings.
Madhu Duniya 2019, Asia’s largest forest honey
and bee conference happened in Manila in
October. Held every 4 years, the 4-day event
brought together the largest gathering of
producers, scientists, supporters, and private
sector players. The 94 participants came from 8
ASEAN countries and 2 EU countries. This has
resulted in the successful formation of forest
honey networks in at least five countries, forging
of government partnerships, ongoing research
on honey for both its health and medicinal
benefits, and provided opportunities for private
sector partners and producers to link up.
It was also during Madhu Duniya that the
book “Wild Tastes in Asia: Coming Home
to the Forests for Food” and authored by
Madhu Ramnath and Dr. Ramon Razal, was
launched. The publication compiled knowledge
generated from years of fieldwork and project
implementation.

Resource Mobilization
In 2019, there were 19 projects that were
implemented. This included 3 new projects plus 2
short-term funding for the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week
event that was held in Seoul, South Korea. Some of
the new projects were funded by new donors, like the
Stockholm Environment Institute for the SIANI Expert
Group - The Wild Foods, Biodiversity and Livelihood
Network, and the Forest Foundation Philippines for
the project Assessing, Engaging and Recognizing
Community-Based Forest Management (ASSERTCBFM).
NTFP-EP continues to work with the Trustees and
the fundraising committee, and takes on project
partnerships and joint fundraising with partner
organizations, for both region-wide and countrybased funding opportunities.
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EXCEED Training & Advisory
NTFP-EP completed a number of deliverables under
an EXCEED consultancy project, “Community based
sustainable livelihood support for ICCAs and Local
Communities in the Dawna Tenasserim Landscape

(DTL), Myanmar” with the WWF Myanmar office,
namely: Bamboo of Myanmar: A Value Chain
Analysis Report; Livelihood and Enterprise
Capacity Assessment Report (of staff and
community partners); Tiger Landscape Product
Scoping Report, and the DTL Livelihood and
Well-being Program Strategy for WWF Myanmar.
Two reports are due in 2020: Sustainable
Livelihoods Assessment and Product Scanning;
and Product Development Support for Livelihood
Programs in Conservation and Bio-cultural
Landscapes: A Process Overview and Toolkit.

Pastor Rice Small Grants
Fund
The Pastor Rice Small Grants Fund (PRSGF),
managed by NTFP-EP Asia, supports community-

based initiatives on environmental justice
and women empowerment across South and
Southeast Asia. This grant-making facility has
allowed NTFP to reach out to many forestdependent communities, supporting
activities that build up and strengthen the
capacity of grassroots local or indigenous
peoples organizations, especially of grassroots
women leadership, voice and action. With the
generous support from the Global Alliance for
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Green and Gender Action (GAGGA) since 2016,
the grants have contributed to strengthening
women’s capacity – leadership and active
participation - in conservation, food security
and health, and sustainable resource use and
livelihoods.
NTFP-EP Asia’s grantmaking is primarily in
3 countries – Cambodia, Indonesia and the
Philippines. In 2019, the fourth year of PRSGFGAGGA (GAGGA 4), a total of 30 grants were
awarded supporting initiatives of grassroots
women’s groups and individuals under small
grants (10 grantees), strategic grants (4 grantees),
urgent support to WHRDs (2 individual grantees),
and travel grants (14 grantees). We were able to
provide direct support to grassroots and women
in particular to facilitate community (women)
empowerment and voice which is very much part
of NTFP-EP’s mission. We help to give fruition to
women’s aspirations and needs and strengthen
their participation in their self-identified projects
for their development.

women and natural resources. We continue to
strengthen these partnerships particularly to
tap them for mutual learning and for deepening
NTFP-EP’s regional analysis about the status
of local and indigenous community rights to
forests and biodiversity, natural resources and
livelihood with a stronger gender perspective.
Nonetheless, we have an ongoing organizational
process to strengthen our capacity on gender
mainstreaming, to review our current capacity,
assess the gaps in our systems, policies, way of
working and general organizational and staff
awareness. The process will also observe if
gender sensitivity and awareness permeates our
values and way of working.

Under PRSGF-GAGGA, NTFP-EP Asia has
increased its links and partnerships on
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Publications Produced
TITLE

TYPE

LOCATION

CBHE leaflet both in Khmer & English

Leaflet

Cambodia

Video

Philippines

Video

Cambodia

Enriching the Palate vol. 2

Book

India

Forest communities call for government support
Honey researches and work during Madhu Duniya 2019:

Video

Cambodia

Posters

Asia

Community Perspectives on Forest Products Trade and
Markets: The Case of AGMIHICU in Bukidnon
Decline of fish stock

• Appropriated technology for keeping Apis cerana in forest area
by Dr. Phung Huu Chinh, MBDC Vietnam
• Crystallization and fermentation of honeys in Laos: What can be
done? by Jérôme Vandame, FNOSAD
• The world honey market and issues for honey exporting countries in Asia, by Dr. Dinnh Quyet Tam, Vietnam Beekeepers Association
• Estimation of wild honey bee nests: Establishing a methodology
for estimation of wild honey bee nests in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, Western Ghats, India by Dr. Anita Varghese and Mahadesha,
Keystone Foundation India
• Behavior change on sustainable wild honey harvesting lead to
livelihood improvement by NTFP-EP Cambodia
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• Mapping giant honey bee nests in an indigenous community
forest in Bukidnon, Philippines by Sean Alain Betonio, Mar Xyle
Marisse Bacas, Hanna Claudine Gallardo, Dr. Denise Margaret Matias (BEST Forests - a project funded by the Learning Landscapes
Program of Forest Foundation Philippines)
• Interventions in honey value chains of the Higaonon community,
by Hanna Claudine Gallardo, Mar Xyle Marisse Bacas, Sean Alain
Betonio, Dr. Denise Margaret Matias (BEST Forests - a project
funded by the Learning Landscapes Program of Forest Foundation
Philippines)

Kon Han and O’svay CBET

Billboard

Cambodia

Koh Han CBET

Billboard

Cambodia

Leaflet

Cambodia

Poster

Asia

Newsletter

India

Billboard

Cambodia

NTFPs are our Rice Pots

Video

Cambodia

Palm Oil Policy Brief

Report

India

Book

Asia

Koh Samseb CBET (Khmer and English versions)
Lesson and stories of impact: NTFP-EP and its work in
promoting people-centered forestry in the ASEAN region
through the ASFCC Program
Litter’ette
Message on SRJS

Resource Guide for Monitoring Extractives for Women Environmental and Human Rights Defenders (WEHRDs)
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Traing inventory leaflet

Leaflet

Cambodia

Newsletter

Asia

Film

Philippines

What are NTFPs?

Video

Cambodia

Wild Tastes in Asia

Book

Asia

Voices from the Forest (issue #35 – March)
Untangling Through Hinabol Weaving
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Projects Completed
DONOR

PROJECT NAME

COVERAGE

AMOUNT

Fondo
Centroamericano de Mujeres
(FCAM)

GAGGA Support to Forum on Mining &
Extractives and Round-table on Gender at
UN Forum on Business & Human Rights

Regional

€ 33,225

Wildlife
Conservation
Society

Consultancy to Support GMS Biodiversity
Conservation Corridors Project

Cambodia

$ 48,640

UNDP GEF

Global ICCA Support Initiative

Regional

$ 30,000

SDC c/o
RECOFTC

Participation to the Asia-Pacific Forestry
Week (Incheon, Korea)

Regional

$ 17,132

Forest
Foundation
Philippines

Support to the participation and
engagement of a Philippine delegation to
the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week

Philippines

P 697,400

Both ENDS

Global Alliance for Green & Gender
Action

Regional

€ 250,000

ICCA
Consortium

Southeast Asia ICCA regional
coordination and workplan support

Regional

$ 4,800
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Financial Highlights*
ASSETS

2019

2018

P 19,929,317

P 27,544,180

563,560

653,292

4,652,303

3,678,161

P 25,145,180

P 31,875,633

P 2,660,511

P 5,357,252

2,065,963

2,065,963

P 4,726,474

P 7,423,215

19,066,695

23,164,542

1,352,011

1,287,876

P 20,418,706

P 24,452,418

P 25,145,180

P 31,875,633

Current Assets
Cash
Accounts and other receivables
Other current assets
Total Current Assets
LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
Current Liabilities
Accounts and other payables
Advances from a related party
Total Current Liabilities
Fund Balance
Restricted
Unrestricted
Total Fund Balance
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REVENUES

2019

2018

P 54,932,303

P 65,343,328

17,687

14,100

675,415

1,057,287

55,625,405

66,414,715

Project costs

36,127,725

35,103,988

Other program costs

15,475,816

18,260,991

Administrative costs

4,997,327

5,268,035

Program activities

1,681,612

1,699,630

518,190

595,854

58,800,670

60,928,498

858,447

173,428

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENSES

-P 4,033,712

P 5,312,789

2019 Spending in Euros**

1,035,059.06

1,010,382.64

Grants
Interest income
Others

EXPENSES

Communications and knowledge management

Foreign exchange loss

Notes:
1
Project costs refer to the different themes: tenure rights and governance, community-based conservation, sustainable community
livelihoods, indigenous food & health, and gender & culture.
2
Other program costs refer to country offices salaries and overhead costs and other staff operating costs.
3
Program activities refer to the regional staff meeting, regional travel, staff development, and board meeting activities.
*
**

NTFP-EP's financial statements were audited by Reyes, Tacandong & Co., an independent accounting and consulting firm. The full
audited report can be made available upon request.
Based on PHP to Euro exchange rate as at December 31, 2019
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Expenditure Distribution in Euros
Administrative
Costs
117,568
Small Grants Fund
113,688
Other Programme
Costs**
281,540

Project Costs*
522,263

* Project costs are broken down in the next chart.
** Other costs include communications and knowledge management, management and technical support, in addition to planning,
monitoring and evaluation activities.
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Thematic Distribution of Project Costs in Euros
Gender and
Culture*
143,189
Community-based
Conservation
111,471
Indigenous
Food and Health
4,273

Tenure Rights and
Governance
285,414

Sustainable
Community
Livelihoods
91,603
* Gender & Culture includes small grant fund focused on grassroots women.
PhP to Euro exchange rate is PhP 56.809 = 1.0 Euro as of December 31, 2019.
2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 63

64 | NTFP-EP

© Robin Bustamante, NTFP-EP Asia

2019 ANNUAL REPORT | 65

NTFP-EP Asia
20A Maaralin St. Bgy. Central,
Diliman, Quezon City
Philippines 1100
NTFP-EP Cambodia
#17B Street
494 Sangkat Phsa Doeum Thkov,
Khan Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh
Cambodia
NTFP-EP India
c/o Keystone Foundation,
Grove Hill Road, PB No. 35,
Kotagiri, Tamil Nadu
India
NTFP-EP Indonesia
Jl. Puspa Sari Blok W6 No 1/i RT 4/
RW 9. Kel. Kedung Waringin, Kec.
Tanah Sareal. Bogor, 16163
Indonesia
NTFP-EP Malaysia
Lot 6788, 1st Floor,
Taman Tunku Commercial Center,
98000 Miri, Sarawak,
Malaysia
NTFP-EP Philippines
61 Masikap Ext. Bgy. Central,
Diliman, Quezon City, 1100
Philippines
NTFP-EP Vietnam
No.1A, TL 29 Street, Thanh Loc
Ward, District 12, Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam
Tel No. +84 28 2250 8464
Fax No. +84 28 2250 8463

For more information about
NTFP-EP, visit:

ntfp.org
/ntfpep
@ntfp_ep

